


“People have wondered about the 
mysterious planet of Mars for centuries. 

 Over time, scientists discovered Mars 
has weather and seasons, just like Earth. 

But curious earthlings wanted to know more. 

So scientists built a powerful camera and 
launched it on the long journey to Mars

to take a closer look.  

 Seven months later, the camera sent 
fascinating photos back to Earth

which show us what Mars is.”
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Mars is
buried 
bedrock,

Buried bedrock, which is often hidden 

beneath the loose, fine-grained 

material covering the surface of 

Mars, creates a solid foundation for 

this magnificent planet. This photo 

provides a glimpse of an area of 

exposed bedrock and its gorgeous 

rocky layers.
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bubbling gas,

Like Earth, Mars has two polar ice caps. 

Unlike those on Earth, the Martian 

caps contain dry ice (frozen carbon 

dioxide) rather than water. In spring, 

more sunlight starts to shine on the 

South Pole and warms its surface. Soon, 

bubbling gas rises from the ground and 

carves channels in the ice.
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