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Q: What inspired you to write this tale of unexpected 
friendship? 
 
A: I was fooling around, rewriting “Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears.” I’ve never understood—in the original 
Goldilocks—why it was OK for her to walk into someone 
else’s home. So I turned Goldilocks into an officious 
little bird who thinks she is more helpful than she 
actually is, and thinks it is her right to do whatever she 
wants. In her helpful way she turned the story into one 
that was more about her and not a Goldilocks story.  
 
Q: Where did you come up with the idea of Grakkle? 

A: Originally I had a family of beasts—like the three 
bears—but I found the story more interesting if it was 
about the relationship between two characters. First I 
thought of him only making one sound “Graak” and then 
that became his name. 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
A: My first introduction was a reader/looker when I was 
a child. It was something I always wanted to do. In 1991 
I took a class from Keith Baker and learned about how to 
illustrate children’s books—how to make a storyboard, a 
dummy, etc. It changed my life—I’ve been making books 
for a living ever since.  
 
Q: What is your process as both the author and illustrator 
of a book? How is your process of writing and illustrating 
different from only illustrating a book?  
 
A: The process is pretty similar. I usually paint one or 
two sample paintings in the style that I envision for the 
whole book. Then I divide the story into pages and make 
a storyboard with very rough sketches. Then I refine the 
sketches and send them in and get feedback. Then I paint 
the rest of the pictures. I try to make the art tell the story 
as well as the words. When I have written the words I can 
sometimes change them if I feel it improves the overall 
tale. When I am not the author I only change the art! 
 
 

Kalinka wants to be a helpful bird and 
clean up her friend’s chaotic clutter, but 
Grakkle definitely does not want help, and 
does not want Kalinka to tidy up his things. 
They simply aren’t on the same 
wavelength. Can an unfortunate accident 
plus a little humor and empathy help this 
little bird and big beast see eye to eye?
 Author-illustrator Julie Paschkis delves 
into her writing and illustrating process 
and explains what inspired the humorously 
contradicting characters in Kalinka and 
Grakkle. 
 

Q: Are you more like Kalinka or Grakkle at 
home? 
 
A: I am a bit of both. Like Kalinka I tend to value 
my own ideas quite highly; sometimes I need to 
back off and listen. Like Grakkle I place 
housecleaning low on my list of priorities when I 
am busy (or not busy). 
 
Q: How did you get into the world of children’s 
book illustration?  
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Q: When you are writing and illustrating a book, do you 
think about the text or the illustrations first?  
 
A: I toggle back and forth between them. Sometimes the 
first thing I see is an image, sometimes it is a verbal idea. 
When I am creating a storyboard—figuring out the flow 
of a book—I divide up the text and figure out the 
pagination before doing any drawing. Sometimes the 
page divisions change as I work. My goal is to create a 
book where they are indivisible. 
 
Q: What influences your artistic style?  
 
A: Everything I see influences my artistic style: nature, 
other artists, books, thoughts, trying new things. I try to 
stay open. In the illustration class I took years ago, Keith 
Baker said “Take other people’s vegetables, but make 
your own soup.”  
 
Q: What are your favorite colors or shapes to use in 
illustrations? How do you come up with all of the 
patterns and designs used throughout the book?  
 
A: I love color and pattern. I don’t have one favorite 
color. I want to make the colors sing. That comes from 
putting colors next to each other and trying different hues 
until they work together—until they sing. One 
combination of red and green can look dead; another 
combination with slight changes can be lively. As to 
patterns, in addition to illustrating children’s books I also 
design fabric. I could draw patterns forever; it is harder 
for me to leave space open than to fill it up with pattern. 
 
Q: What do you hope readers take away from this book?  
 
A: I would like readers to realize that there are many 
ways to be in the world, and that we can get along with 
people who are different than us. Also, that it’s okay to 
argue and to work it out. And I want them to find the 
story funny. 
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REVIEWS  

“Humorous monster details will pull in readers for this 
lighthearted tale of an unusual friendship.”  

—Booklist 
  

“Kalinka’s blithe cluelessness and Grakkle’s grunting ire 
should tickle young listeners. Paschkis’ colorful and 

quirky illustrations, rendered in ink and gouache, 
heighten the supreme silliness of her tale…. Another cute 

odd-friendship story.” 
—Kirkus Reviews 

  
“The momentarily dire consequences and subsequent 

détente are familiar, but Paschkis’s innate effervescence 
more than compensates. She fills the oversize pages with 

curly ink lines and folk art motifs and colors; it’s cozy 
and cheery, yet it still delivers on the big dramatic 

moment. While the narration tends toward the see-and-
say, Paschkis writes with concision and an ear for words 

that make for great readalouds…” 
 —Publishers Weekly 

 
“[A] fictitious tale that reads more like a modern-day 
fable….an important lesson about the value of self-

control… A strong emphasis on friendship provides a 
solid theme for this book.” 
—School Library Journal 
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