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Henry lives with his Aunt Lilla deep in 

the Lowcountry of South Carolina on 

a farm by the marshes. Out back is Henry’s 

favorite—the beehives. He longs for the day 

when he can wear a bee suit and bee-talk 

the way his Aunt Lilla does. 

Standing on his watching stump, Henry 

learns a lot about bees from his aunt. He 

learns that sister bees collect the pollen and 

nectar from flowers and do all the jobs for 

the hive. Henry tells his Aunt Lilla that if he 

were a bee, he’d help his sisters just like he 

helps her in the garden. 

One day Henry notices a lot of activity 

around the hives. Aunt Lilla says, “Looks 

like the bees are fixing to swarm.” Henry 

worries that they will leave the farm and go 

somewhere else. 

Can he find a way to communicate with 

the sister bees and convince them to stay?

Lester L. Laminack is a specialist in children’s 

literacy and professor emeritus at Western 

Carolina University. Laminack has written 

many books and articles for educators 

and for children, including the picture 

books Saturdays and Teacakes and Three 

Hens and a Peacock, which received a CBC 

Children’s Choice Book of the Year award. 

He is a popular and sought-after speaker 

at professional meetings and conferences 

nationwide.

www.lesterlaminack.com

Jim Lamarche is one of the most talented 

artists working in children’s books today. His 

many successful books include Rainbabies 

and Albert, which was selected as a New York 

Times Best Illustrated Book. He also wrote 

and illustrated Raft and Pond. Jim lives in 

Santa Cruz, California.
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For Everette,
May you always find wonder in nature

                                                            —L. L.

To Taylor who served enthusiastically as the model for Henry, and in memory 
of his loving father, Michael “Howie” Mandell

                                                                                                             —J. L.

With special thanks to the #502 writers for reading drafts and offering your insights; to 
Ryan Ammons, who shared a childhood memory that planted the seed for this story; and to Mark 

Hardy, my writing buddy, for your honest feedback and for confirming details with beekeeper 
friends. And with eternal gratitude to Steve, for your loving support and unflagging belief in me.
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Henry and Aunt Lilla lived deep in the Lowcountry, 

where South Carolina reaches out and mingles with the 

saltwater to form tidal creeks and marshes. Sometimes 

Henry felt like the whole world ended at the far edge 

of that water. 

Their small wooden house had a tucked-in porch and 

a ghost of white paint. Out back there was a vegetable 

garden, a hen house, an old shed, and—Henry’s favorite—

the beehives. He felt something special for the bees. 
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Henry could hardly wait to help with the bees. Aunt 

Lilla finally agreed that he could watch her check the hive 

boxes. He waited eagerly at the door of the shed as she 

stepped into her bee suit and put on the hat with the net 

that protected her face. She let Henry carry the smoker she 

used to calm the bees.

“A bee won’t sting you unless you get in the way of what 

she’s doing,” Aunt Lilla told him as they made their way to 

the hives. “But you got to stay a good ways back for now,” 

she warned. “Climb up on that stump while I’m working 

and you’ll see everything just fine.”
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Aunt Lilla spoke softly while she lifted 

the frames to see how the bees were doing. 

“What are you saying to them?” 

Henry asked.

“I‘m just giving ’em a little 

encouragement.” She spoke louder to be 

sure he could hear her. “You girls are busy 

fanning this morning. Got to get 

that honey ready, don’t you?”

Henry listened to the bees. “Aunt Lilla,” he called, 

“When the bees hum are they talking back to you?” 

“No, Henry. Sister bees hum when they’re working. If 

they have news to tell, they do their talking-dance. That’s 

how a bee shows her sisters where to find the best flowers.”

“How come you always talk about the sister bees?“   

 Henry asked her.  “Don‘t they have any 

brother bees?“  Aunt Lilla chuckled. 

“Well, sir, there are a few boy bees to   

  mate with the queen. They don‘t 

     do much else, except eat.”
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