
ABOUT HUMMINGBIRDS is a

thoughtful yet entertaining 

first glimpse into the world 

of nature for young children. In this 

easy-to-read, informative follow-up to 

the other critically acclaimed books in 

her ABOUT… series, author and teacher

Cathryn Sill explains what hummingbirds

are, how and where they live, and what

they do.

With the help of beautifully detailed

paintings from noted wildlife illustrator

John Sill, this book explains the basic 

characteristics that all hummingbirds

share, while offering a closer look into

many different kinds of hummingbirds—

from the tiny Calliope Hummingbird of

western North America to the Great 

Sapphirewing in the Andes Mountains 

of South America. An afterword provides

further detail to inspire young readers 

to learn more about hummingbirds.

ABOUT HUMMINGBIRDS will accurately

answer the first questions of young 

naturalists and charm readers with 

the wonder and diversity of these 

fascinating birds.
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What do hummingbirds look like?
What do hummingbirds eat?

Where do hummingbirds live?

What is a hummingbird?
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Cathryn Sill, a
former elementary
school teacher, is
the author of the
acclaimed ABOUT…
series and the
ABOUT HABITATS

series. With her husband John and
brother-in-law Ben Sill, she co authored
three popular bird-guide parodies,
including A FIELD GUIDE TO LITTLE-KNOWN
AND SELDOM-SEEN BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA.

John Sill is a
prize-  winning and
widely pub  lish  ed
wild life artist who
illustrated both of
the ABOUT… series
and illustrated
and coauthored the FIELD GUIDES. A
native of North Carolina, he holds a B.S.
in Wildlife Biology from North Carolina
State University. The Sills live in
Franklin, North Carolina.
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For the One who created hummingbirds.
—Genesis 1:20
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Hummingbirds are small birds 
that get food from flowers.

PLATE 1
Ruby-throated Hummingbird



They have sharp narrow bills and long tongues 
that help them reach into blossoms for nectar.

PLATE 2
a. Violet-crowned Hummingbird
b. Purple-backed Thornbill
c. Berylline Hummingbird
d. Sword-billed Hummingbird
e. Buff-tailed Sicklebill
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