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John Sill is a
prize-winning and
widely published
wildlife artist. He
illustrated the
ABOUT… series
and illustrated
and coauthored the FIELD GUIDES and
BEYOND BIRDWATCHING. A native of North
Carolina, he holds a B.S. in Wildlife
Biology from North Carolina State
University. The Sills live in Franklin,
North Carolina.

What are wetlands?
What kinds of animals and plants live in wetlands?
Why are wetlands important?
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Cathryn Sill, who
taught elementary
school for twentynine years, is
the author of the
acclaimed ABOUT…
series. With her
husband John and her brother-in-law
Ben Sill, she coauthored the popular
bird-guide parodies A FIELD GUIDE TO
LITTLE-KNOWN AND SELDOM-SEEN BIRDS OF
NORTH AMERICA, ANOTHER FIELD GUIDE TO
LITTLE-KNOWN AND SELDOM-SEEN BIRDS OF
NORTH AMERICA, and BEYOND BIRDWATCHING.
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A

HABITATS: WETLANDS is a
thoughtful yet entertaining
first glimpse into the world
of nature for young children. In this
informative book from the ABOUT
HABITATS series, author and former
teacher Cathryn Sill explains in simple,
easy-to-understand language what
wetlands are and what kind of plants
and animals live in these diverse and
sometimes fragile environments.
With the help of beautifully detailed
paintings by noted wildlife illustrator
John Sill, the author describes the
characteristics of different types of
wetlands—from the freshwater swamps
of Africa to the prairie potholes of the
north-central United States—and
shows how various species of animals
and plants have adapted to life in
these habitats.
An afterword and glossary provide
more detailed information about wetlands in general and about the flora
and fauna featured in the illustrations.
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To the One who created wetlands.
—Genesis 1:1
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Wetlands can be found on every continent but Antarctica.
They provide homes for thousands of species of plants and animals.
Some Common Types of Wetlands
Bog—a wet, spongy area of standing water where plants such as
sphagnum moss grow.
Marsh—an area that is covered with shallow water where plants
such as grasses, reeds, and sedges grow.
Swamp—an area that is covered with shallow water where certain
shrubs or trees grow.
Vernal Pool—an area that is covered with water for part of the year
and is dry the rest of the year.

Wetlands

Wetlands are places that are covered with
shallow water.

PLATE 1
MANGROVE SWAMP
Greater Flamingo
Great Egret

The water may be fresh or salty.

PLATE 2
PAPYRUS SWAMP (freshwater)
Hippopotamus
SALT MARSH
Northern Raccoon

