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An action-packed, heartwarming story of a World War I canine hero.

Description:
When the British military asks for dogs to help the war effort, Darling’s family reluctantly sends her to be
trained as a mercy dog. Through gunfire and poisonous gases, it’s Darling’s job to find injured soldiers on
the battlefield and fetch help from the medics. After saving the lives of numerous soldiers, Darling
suddenly finds herself in need of rescue. Will she ever make it back to England? This wartime adventure,
the first installment in Alison Hart’s Dog Chronicles series, is a touching and exciting introduction to
World War I. Darling’s story of bravery and devotion reminds readers that dogs can be so much more
than pets.
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Darling enjoys her life in the village of Cosham, chasing pigeons with her stray terrier
friend Rags and playing with her family, especially Robert and Katherine. But when Father is
sent to the front, and her family can no longer afford to pay the dog tax, Darling is taken to
Shoeburyness to be trained as a War Dog. Unfortunately, she shows no ability as a sentry and
is not strong enough to pull artillery. The only hope for her is to pass the messenger test.
However, when Sergeant Hanson is injured and Darling ignores all her instincts—thus
failing the test—in order to bring help for her handler, a new plan is formed. Her new handler,
kind-hearted Private Kent, starts training her as a mercy dog, assigned to search out and bring
aid to the wounded despite shells and gunfire.
Once her training is complete, Darling is sent to Belgium with the 10th Battalion
Worcestershire Regiment and becomes one of the most successful mercy dogs in the trenches.
During the Battle of Messines Ridge, she rescues many wounded, sustaining a bullet wound in
the neck and injuring her paws freeing soldiers, and her handler, from a trench which mortars
had collapsed.
After saving the men, she collapses with exhaustion and wakes up in a veterinary clinic,
bandaged and sore. Declared “unfit” by the veterinarian, Darling is on the list to be put down
until Sergeant Hanson has an idea. He calls in a favor with an old friend who is a reporter with
The Daily Times. Darling is brought to an army hospital and reunited with Private Kent and a
soldier she saved, who both receive metals. Photos are taken of “the three heroes” and the
story is recorded with plans to send it to England and the trenches. Now that everyone knows
the bravery of War Dog 204, no one can hurt her. Because of their condition, both Private
Kent and Darling are sent back home to recover—which brings absolute joy to both of them.

