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ABOUT THE BOOK 
Though once perceived to be an international threat, Jane 
Addams’s resilience, dedication, and commitment to 
care for the impoverished affected the lives of countless 
refugees and aided in the establishment of peace during 
the ravaged times of WWI.  
 
THEMES 

Humanitarianism | Compassion | Hope | Resilience 
Refugees | Persistence | Peace 

 
BEFORE YOU READ 
As a group, use the following pre-reading discussion 
questions to spark interest in the book. 
• Define the word “dangerous.” Give examples of 

dangerous things. Describe how the word dangerous 
makes you feel. 

• Observe the illustration featured on the front cover. 
Describe the woman featured there. Identify the 
objects she is holding in her hands. Study her 
expression. Predict what she is thinking and/or 
feeling. 

• Describe the scene depicted in the background. 
Explain who the people might be and what is 
happening to them.  

• The title of this book is Dangerous Jane. Study the 
illustration to discover elements of danger. Which 
aspect of the illustration seems more “dangerous” to 
you—the woman holding letters or the battlefield 
behind her? Explain your answer. 

• Predict what this story, Dangerous Jane, is going to 
be about.  

 
AFTER YOU READ 
Use the following images and quotes from the book as 
post-reading discussion questions.  
 
“She felt like the ugly duckling in her storybook: 
different, unwanted, hopeless.” 
• Describe how Jane’s illness and deformities caused 

her to feel “different” and “unwanted.”  
• To have “hope” means to believe that good things 

will happen. Discuss how her mother’s death caused 
Jane to feel hopeless and deeply sad. 

• Explore ways that Jane’s father empowered his 
daughter through love of books, travel, and one 
another. 

• Consider how the troubles Jane endured as a very 
young child helped to prepare her to become a 
compassionate humanitarian as an adult.  

“She felt that familiar ache in her heart. Poverty 
seemed to be everywhere. How could she help?” 
• The word “familiar” means close, intimate, and 

well-known. Explain why the “ache in her heart” 
was a familiar feeling. 

• The word “poverty” means needy, poorness, and 
hardship. Would it be fair to say that people who 
live in poverty are unwanted and hopeless? Explain 
your answer. 

• Discuss how the experiences Jane had in London 
also helped to prepare her for her life’s work. 
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 “Neighbors called her ‘Miss Kind Heart.’ Newspapers 
called her ‘Saint Jane.’” 
• An “immigrant” is a person from a foreign land. 

Determine ways that immigrants might feel different 
or unwanted.  

• Oftentimes, immigrants are needy and have great 
trouble finding shelter and food. Identify ways that 
Jane’s Hull House met the needs of immigrants.   

• A “saint” is someone who is good, righteous, and 
kind. How is helping immigrants find friendship, 
dignity, and hope considered a “saintly” thing to do?  

 
“She shared her peace resolutions with the British 
prime minister, the French foreign minister, the 
Austrian prime minister, and even the Pope.” 
• “Peace” means friendly, untroubled, and calm.  

A “resolution” is a plan to achieve something. 
Consider the importance of Jane’s leading the 
International Congress of Women in establishing 
plans for worldwide peace.  

• Determine why newspapers called the twenty peace-
making resolutions devised by Jane and fifteen 
hundred women from other twelve countries “silly.”   

• Peace benefits all people, even the unwanted and 
those considered to be warring enemies. The pursuit 
of peace involves establishing respectful relations 
with all people regardless of their origin. Explain 
why some people think that bringing nations 
together in pursuit of peace is a dangerous thing to 
do. 
 

“Then the FBI named Jane ‘the Most Dangerous 
Woman in America’! What would Jane do now?”        
• Identify a few of the terrible things Jane did to 

deserve being called “dangerous.”  
• A “traitor” is someone who is disloyal to their 

country, and even considered to be a spy. Determine 
how Jane’s efforts to establish worldwide peace 
were perceived as being an act of betrayal of the 
United States. 

• Discuss Jane’s response to being unfairly judged as 
a traitor. Do you think her decision to continue to 
care for others was an easy choice to make? Why or 
why not?  

 
“Dangerous Jane was given a new name—Nobel 
Laureate. Jane Addams became the first American 
woman to win the Nobel Peace Prize.”         
• Explore the reasons why Jane Addams earned high 

honors for a lifetime practice of caring for others. In 

your opinion, what meant more to Jane, helping 
immigrants at Hull House or winning the Nobel 
Peace Prize? How so?   

• The word “dignity” means greatness, honor, and 
excellence. Examine moments in Jane’s life in which 
she displayed dignity, even when she was wrongly 
accused of being dangerous. 

• Jane Addams dedicated her life to the establishment 
of peace and the well-being of all. She inspired 
people all over the world to care for the unwanted 
and the hopeless. How about you? Has Jane 
Addams’s story inspired you to make a difference in 
the lives of others in some way? How so? 

 
ACTIVITY WORKSHEETS 
The following activity worksheets are included in this 
guide: 
• Vocabulary Crossword Puzzle 
• Vocabulary Crossword Puzzle Answer Key 
• Simile Poetry Introduction 
• Simile Poetry Template 
• Historical Timeline 
• Timeline Strips 
• Timeline Tabs 
 
REVIEWS 

“A straightforward introduction to the dedication and 
purpose of an American heroine.”  

―Booklist 
 

“Slade tells the purposively inspiring story with a  
poetic flair, and Ratterree’s pale, evocatively  

washed-out watercolor illustrations are richly detailed…  
An attractive volume introducing an important  

American to young readers.”  
—Kirkus Reviews 

 
“An inspiring testament to the power of activism.…  

An afterword and timeline round out a solid introduction 
to a woman who ‘kept doing what she’d always done: 
helping people. No matter where they were from. No 

matter what others thought. No matter the cost.’”  
―Publishers Weekly 

 
“Slade continues her line of outstanding nonfiction 

picture books with her latest offering,  
about Jane Addams….  

This short biography emphasizes the value  
of doing what is right despite criticism….  

In Slade’s and Ratterree’s hands, Addams’s legacy 
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shines brightly for the next generation of advocates….  
A stirring addition to any school or public library’s 

biography section.”  
—School Library Journal 

 
“This is a quick read aloud, perfect for discussions 
regarding the importance of community service and 

advocating for the less fortunate…. The book’s mission 
to share Jane’s fascinating life might just inspire the next 

generation of social activists.” 
―School Library Connection 

 
AWARDS 
• Best Children’s Books of the Year (Starred) ―Bank 

Street College of Education, 2018 
• Notable Social Studies Trade Books for Young 

People ―National Council for the Social 
Studies/Children’s Book Council, 2018 

• CCBC Choices (Biography and Autobiography) 
―Cooperative Children’s Book Center, 2018 

• Illinois Reads (3–5) ―Illinois Reading Council, 
2019 

• Kansas State Reading Circle Recommended Reading 
List (Intermediate) ―Kansas National Education 
Association, 2018 

• Alabama Camellia Award (Nominee, Grades 4–5 
Non-fiction) ―Alabama Department of Education, 
2018–2019 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Suzanne Slade is the award-winning author of more than 
one hundred children’s books, including The Music in 
George’s Head, The Inventor’s Secret, and Out of 
School and Into Nature. She lives near Chicago, not too 
far from Hull House, and has admired Jane Addams for 
many, many years. 
 

www.suzanneslade.com 
 
 
ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 
Alice Ratterree began her love for illustration as an 
accomplished coloratura. With an M.M. in vocal 
performance from Boston University, Alice’s audience 
has always been the young at heart. Her illustrations 
appear most recently in Elise Broach’s The Wolf Keepers 
and Sam Gayton’s Lilliput. She finds adventure at home 
in Greenville, South Carolina, with her unflappable 
husband, two precocious children, and a cat that thinks 
he is a dog. 
 

www.aliceink.com 
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ACTIVITY SHEET 1 – VOCABULARY CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
 

ACROSS 
3. Troubling, treacherous, alarming 
6. Mercy, sympathy, tenderheartedness 
7. A person who gives generously 
9. Excellence, prestige, nobleness 
10. Someone hated  
11. Generosity, good will, helpfulness 

DOWN 
1. Long for, dream about, aspire 
2. Battle, combat, fighting 
4. Proposition, determination, judgment 
5. Impoverished, needy, penniless 
7. Pointless, in despair, unfortunate 
8. Harmony, agreement, friendship 
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ACROSS 
3. Troubling, treacherous, alarming 
6. Mercy, sympathy, tenderheartedness 
7. A person who gives generously 
9. Excellence, prestige, nobleness 
10. Someone hated  
11. Generosity, good will, helpfulness 

DOWN 
1. Long for, dream about, aspire 
2. Battle, combat, fighting 
4. Proposition, determination, judgment 
5. Impoverished, needy, penniless 
7. Pointless, in despair, unfortunate 
8. Harmony, agreement, friendship 

ACTIVITY SHEET 1 – VOCABULARY CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
ANSWER KEY 
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ACTIVITY SHEET 2 – SIMILIE POETRY 
 

At a very young age, Jane Addams experienced the emptiness and loss of her mother’s passing. Though she 
was too young to express her emotions, the sadness she felt consumed her and eventually served as foundation 
for a life filled with compassion and empathy for others. Jane’s ability to experience the suffering of the less 
fortunate caused her to become a humanitarian who changed the lives of countless individuals—worldwide! 
In this activity, students will write a form poem in which they will explore a range of emotions in a sensorial 
manner. Instruct students to choose a term from the list below. Have them use the Simile Poem template found 
on the following page to creatively examine how their chosen term feels, tastes, sounds, appears, and smells. 
Students are encouraged to illustrate their work in the space provided in the upper portion of the template.  
Like young Jane Addams, students will come to understand the depths of an emotional experience and, 
perhaps, become inspired to make a difference in the world in a similar way.  
	
  

WORD LIST 
 

sadness 

hopeless 

rejection 

poverty 

compassion 

empathy 

confidence 

dignity 

peace 

kindness 

love 

	
  

SAMPLE SIMILE POEM 
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Name:______________________________________ Date: __________________ 

 
Title 

 
_________ tastes ______________ like __________________ 

_________ smells ______________ like __________________ 

_________ sounds _____________ like __________________ 

_________ looks ______________ like __________________ 

_________ feels ______________ like __________________ 

 
 

WORD LIST 
 

sadness      hopeless     rejection     poverty     compassion 
empathy     confidence     dignity     peace     kindness     love 

ACTIVITY SHEET 2 – SIMILIE POETRY TEMPLATE 
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ACTIVITY SHEET 3 – HISTORICAL TIMELINE 
 
Jane Addams’s compassion for the impoverished changed history. Though many questioned that her intent  
to care for individuals deemed as “enemies,” she remained dedicated to caring for the less fortunate and to 
establishing peace.  
Examine the life and times of Jane Addams by creating a Historical Timeline. Use scissors, tape, and the 
Timeline Strips to construct the Historical Timeline. Match the dated Timeline Tabs near the year printed in 
the text. Once all tabs have been sequentially arranged by dates on either side of the Timeline Strip, consider 
the placement of each tab as it relates to history.  
Discover the consequences of events as they occurred in Jane’s life. Determine how experiences of 
compassion, kindness, suffering, determination, and hope affected Jane’s determination to help others. After 
studying and discussing connections presented in the Historical Timeline, write an essay summarizing events 
of Jane Addams’s life. Identify ways that she influenced others and, possibly, inspired you to do the same.  
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Tape strip under 
1880 

 

1885 
 

1890 
 

1895 
 

1900 

 

Tape strip under 
1900 

 

1905 
 

1910 
 

1915 
 

1920 
 

 

Tape strip under 
1920 

 

1925 
 

1930 
 

1935 
 

1940 
 

1860 
 

1865 
 

1870 
 

1875 
 
1880 

	
  

TIMELINE STRIPS 
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TIMELINE TABS 

Woodrow Wilson becomes 
President of the United States. 1913 

The United States enters  
World War I on April 6, 1917. 1917 

The Great Depression 1929–1939 

World War I begins on July 28, 
1914. 1914 

World War I ends on November 11, 
1918. 1918 

Laura Jane Addams is born  
in Cedarville, Illinois, on 
September 6, 1860. 1860 

Jane’s mother dies. 1863 

Jane contracts what doctors 
believe to be tuberculosis of  
the spine. 1865 

On a business trip with her 
father, Jane sees rundown 
shacks and announces she will 
buy a big house someday to 
share with poor families. 

1866 

Jane visits Toynbee Hall, the 
world’s first settlement house in 
England. 

1888 
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TIMELINE TABS 

Jane and Ellen Gates Starr open 
Hull House, a settlement home in 
Chicago. 1889 

Jane helps found the National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People (NAACP). 1909 

Three thousand American women 
meet in Washington, DC and form 
the Women’s Peace Party. Jane is 
elected president. 

1915 

President Theodore Roosevelt 
sends Jane a letter of thanks. 1906 

Jane leads 1,500 women from 
twelve countries at the International 
Congress of Women in the 
Netherlands. 

1915 

Jane raises money to send food 
to starving children overseas 
and visits children’s hospitals in 
Germany. 

1919 

Jane founds the Women’s 
International League for Peace 
and Freedom (WILPF) and 
becomes their first president. 

1919 

The FBI names Jane “the Most 
Dangerous Woman in America.” 1919 

Jane becomes the first woman 
awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize. 1931 

Jane Addams dies in Chicago. 
Illinois, on May 21 at age 74. 1935 
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COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS ALIGNMENT 

English Language Arts Standards » Reading: Literature 
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COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS ALIGNMENT 

English Language Arts Standards » Writing 
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COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS ALIGNMENT 

English Language Arts Standards » Speaking & Listening 
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COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS ALIGNMENT 

English Language Arts Standards » Reading: Informational Text 
 


