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ABOUT THE SERIES
Fred Bowen’s fast-paced middle-grade stories offer
readers themes of competition, cooperation, gender roles,
overcoming challenges, and dealing with change or new
experiences. In addition, they feature play-by-play action,
snappy dialogue, and engaging plots. Bowen’s books are
not the usual sports-fiction fare; each book loops in a little
sports history and includes back matter with fascinating
glimpses into that history and the heroes who made it
happen.
ABOUT THE BOOK
Trey Thompson is pumped when he makes the Ravens,
a travel baseball team. Trey is full of superstitions—he
never steps on a baseline, he touches all the corners of
home plate before every at bat, and he’s convinced he
made the Ravens because of his “lucky charm”—a piece
of blue sea glass. When Trey loses his lucky charm his
hitting and fielding start to slip. How can he get his magic
back?
THEMES
superstitions | luck | hard work | change
determination | teammates | family | friends

WRITING PROMPTS &
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
aligned with Common Core Reading Standards

DIRECTIONS
Use details from the text to support ALL of your
responses.
CHAPTERS 1–3
• What do we learn about Trey in chapter 1?
• What does the catcher on the Ravens, Peter
Rodriguez, think about Trey’s superstitions? How
can you tell?
• What was Trey’s grandmother like? How did Trey
feel about her?
CHAPTERS 4–6
• What words would you use to describe Trey and his
mother and how they live? What details indicate this?
• Compare Trey as a baseball player and as a student.
How is he the same? How is he different? Does he
have superstitions in both roles? How can you tell?
CHAPTERS 7–9
• Coach Locke says Trey looks like he “belonged out
there.” What does Coach Locke mean by that
expression?
• What happened during the game against the Chiefs
that would make Coach Locke think that way?
• Describe Mr. Kiley. What does he think about
baseball players and their superstitions? How can you
tell?
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CHAPTERS 10–12
• Use two or three words to describe Uncle Dave.
Explain why you chose those words.
• How do Uncle Dave and Trey’s mother remember
Trey’s grandmother? How are their memories
different from Trey’s?
• How does Trey’s bumping into Malik and his father
at the park change Trey’s thinking? How can you
tell?
CHAPTERS 13–15
• How is Trey’s attitude toward his superstitions
changing? How can you tell?
• Compare how Trey plays in the game in chapters 13
and 15 to how he plays in earlier games.
• Compare how Trey prepares for the test with Cole in
chapter 14 to how he prepared in chapter 5.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Fred Bowen is the author of Peachtree’s
popular Fred Bowen Sports Story series.
A lifelong sports fanatic, he has coached
youth league baseball, softball, soccer,
and basketball. His kids’ sports column
“The Score” appears each week in the
KidsPost section of the Washington Post. Bowen lives in
Maryland.
www.fredbowen.com

CHAPTERS 16–17
• Mr. Kiley did not return Trey’s sea glass right after
he found it. What do you think were his reasons for
waiting? Why do you say that?
• How has Trey’s attitude toward luck changed
throughout the book?
• The book is called “Lucky Enough”—what does that
phrase mean?
OVERALL QUESTION
In just a few words, write down what this whole story is
about (the overall theme or big idea). Explain your
response.
“THE REAL STORY” FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS
Make a list of Trey’s superstitions in the book. Then
make a list of the superstitions of the ballplayers and
coaches mentioned in The Real Story. Which ones are
the similar or the same? Which ones are different?
Awards 2015-2016

Peachtree Teacher’s Guide for

LUCKY ENOUGH
prepared by Fred Bowen
Copyright ©2018 by Peachtree Publishers. All rights reserved. For
instructional uses only and not for resale. Except for the printing of
complete pages, with the copyright notice, no part of this
publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical,
photocopy, recording, or any other—without written permission.
Requests for permission to use of any section of the work should be
mailed to Permissions Department, Peachtree Publishers, 1700
Chattahoochee Avenue, Atlanta, GA 30318-2112.

phone 404-876-8761 • 800-241-0113
fax 404-875-2578 • 800-875-8909
www.peachtree-online.com
updated 1/4/18

2

Copyright ©2018 by Peachtree Publishers. All rights reserved.

