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THERE IS A SHIP, a navy ship.  

It is called the USS New York. It  

is big like other navy ships, and  

it sails like other navy ships, but 

there is something special about the 

USS New York.

Following the events of September 

11, 2001, a steel beam from the World 

Trade Center towers was given to the 

United States Navy.

The beam was driven from New 

York to a foundry in Louisiana.

Metal workers heated the beam to 

a high, high temperature.

Chippers and grinders, painters 

and polishers worked on the beam 

for months.

And then, seven and a half tons of 

steel, which had once been a beam 

in the World Trade Center, became 

the bow of a navy ship.

This powerful story reveals how 

something remarkable can emerge 

from a devastating event.

JANET NOLAN, a 

lifelong lover of books 

and a seeker of good 

stories, is the author of 

fiction, nonfiction, and 

historical fiction picture 

books, including PB & J 
Hooray! your SandwicH’S 

amazing Journey from farm to taBle and 
tHe fireHouSe ligHt. She considers it an 

honor to have written Seven and a Half 

tonS of Steel. 
Janet holds a BA from The Evergreen 

State College and a master’s degree from 

the University of Illinois at Chicago. She 

is a member of the Society of Children’s 

Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI). 

The mother of two adult children, she 

lives outside Chicago with her husband 

and their dog, Ladybug.

www.janetnolan.com

THOMAS GONZALEZ 

was born in Havana, 

Cuba, and moved to the 

United States as a child. 

An artist and painter, 

he directed advertising 

campaigns for clients 

such as Coca-Cola, Delta Airlines, 
NASCAR, the NFL, and McDonald’s. He 

has illustrated a number of children’s 
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There is a ship, a navy ship. It is called 

the USS New York. It is big like other navy 

ships, and it sails like other navy ships,  

but there is something different, something 

special about the USS New York. 
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On September 11, 2001,  

clouds of smoke billowed  

into the clear blue sky.  

The World Trade Center  

towers came down. Almost  

three thousand people lost  

their lives. 
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To the men and women who built and 
who serve on the USS New York

 
                                                                     —J. N. 
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I would like to dedicate my work to  
my family, to our founding fathers,  

and to all who perished on 9/11. 

                                               —T. G.
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