and paper engineer. This story was
inspired by the real Santa traps that
Jonathan built as a boy. Like Bradley,

Bradley Bartleby is bad. Very bad.
All the adults in Bradley’s life are

M eet a beastly boy with a dastardly

Jonathan hates getting socks as a

plan that could ruin Christmas!

present. Unlike Bradley, he has never
bitten a midwife’s bottom or stolen
tigers from the local zoo.
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running scared—except for Santa
Claus, who refuses to give him
anything but socks.
But Bradley vows to get what he
deserves.
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off with his loot, Bradley transforms
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Santa doesn’t stand a chance.
Or does he?
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and with apologies to the rest of my family for disturbing their sleep – J.E.

-For my parents . . .
and for Santa Claus! – P.B.
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B

radley Bartleby was bad.
He’d been born bad.

And the older Bradley got . . .

Before baby Bradley even left the hospital . . .

he’d bitten the
midwife on the bottom,
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stolen the
doctor’s stethoscope,

and emptied his
diaper into his
grandmother’s handbag.

. . . the badder he became.
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Bradley’s parents were immensely rich.
They had a huge house with a garden that was big
enough to lose an elephant in.
They knew that the garden was big enough to lose an elephant
in because they’d done exactly that. Bradley had demanded the
elephant as a house pet, but treated it so badly that it escaped
into the garden and was never seen again.
Bradley’s parents always gave him whatever he demanded,
not because they thought he deserved it, but because
they were terrified of him.
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