
ABOUT RODENTS is a thoughtful yet 
entertaining first glimpse into 
the world of nature for young

children. In this easy-to-read,
informative follow-up to the other
critically acclaimed books in her
ABOUT… series, author and teacher
Cathryn Sill explains what rodents
are, how they live, and what they do.

With the help of beautifully
detailed paintings from noted wildlife
illustrator John Sill, this book explains
the basic characteristics that all
rodents share, while offering a look
into the wide variety of rodents—
from the tiny Eurasian Harvest Mouse
to the hefty Capybara of South
America—that fall into this fascinating
category. An afterword provides
further detail to inspire young
readers to learn more about rodents.

ABOUT RODENTS will accurately
answer the first questions of young
naturalists and charm readers with
the wonder and diversity of these
animals.  
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What do rodents look like?
What do rodents eat?

Where do rodents live?

What is a rodent?
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Cathryn Sill, a
former elementary
school teacher, is
the author of the
acclaimed ABOUT…
series as well as
the ABOUT HABITATS

series. With her husband John and her
brother-in-law Ben Sill, she coauthored
three popular bird-guide parodies,
including A FIELD GUIDE TO LITTLE-KNOWN

AND SELDOM-SEEN BIRDS OF NORTH AMERICA.

John Sill is a
prize-winning and
widely published
wildlife artist who
illustrated both of
the ABOUT… series
and illustrated
and coauthored the FIELD GUIDES. A
native of North Carolina, he holds a B.S.
in Wildlife Biology from North Carolina
State University. The Sills live in
Franklin, North Carolina.
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For the One who created rodents.
—Genesis 1:25

Published by 
PEACHTREE PUBLISHERS
1700 Chattahoochee Avenue
Atlanta, Georgia 30318-2112
www.peachtree-online.com

Text © 2008 by Cathryn P. Sill
Illustrations © 2008 by John C. Sill

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical,
photocopy, recording, or any other—except for brief quotations in printed reviews,
without the prior permission of the publisher.

Illustrations created in watercolor on archival quality 100% rag watercolor paper
Text and titles set in Novarese from Adobe Systems

Printed in Singapore
10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 
First Edition

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Sill, Cathryn P., 1953-
About rodents : a guide for children / written by Cathryn Sill ; illustrated by John Sill.

-- 1st ed.
p. cm.

ISBN-13: 978-1-56145-454-9 / ISBN-10: 1-56145-454-0
1.  Rodents--Juvenile literature.  I. Sill, John, ill. II. Title. 
QL737.R6S587 2008
599.35--dc22

2008004558

About Rodents
A Guide for Children

Cathryn Sill
Illustrated by John Sill



Rodents are mammals with special front
teeth that never stop growing.

PLATE 1
North American Porcupine



Rodents keep their front teeth short and
sharp by gnawing on hard things.

PLATE 2
White-footed Deermouse
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