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around the world telling stories
for more than twenty years. Her
books, including AGATHA’S
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COCKROACH have received numerous awards
and honors. Carmen has performed in many
prestigious venues, but children are her
favorite audience. Born in Havana, Cuba, she
came to the United States as a refugee and
like most immigrants sees the world from
multiple perspectives.

born in Havana, Cuba, and

They sing to them.

moved to the United States as
a child, where his family settled

They give them names.

in the Atlanta area. The award-

They shelter the young ones in their homes.

winning illustrator developed
his style working as an art director, package

Without the herd, the tribe might starve.

designer and creative development manager
for major corporate clients and advertising

To the Maasai, the cow is life.

agencies. Thomas lives with his wife Noni
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IT

IS

JUNE

OF 2002, and a very unusual

ceremony begins in a far-flung village
in western Kenya.
An American diplomat is surrounded

14 Cows
For ameriCa

by hundreds of Maasai people. A gift is
about to be bestowed on the men, women,
and children of America, and he is there
to accept it. The gift is as unsought and
unexpected as it is extraordinary.
A mere nine months have passed since
the September 11 attacks, and hearts are
raw. Tears flow freely from American and
Maasai alike as these legendary warriors
offer their gift to a grieving people half a
world away.
Word of the gift will travel news wires
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around the globe. Many will be profoundly
touched, but for Americans, this selfless
gesture will have deeper meaning still.
For a heartsick nation, the gift
of fourteen cows emerges
from the choking dust and

$17.95

darkness as a soft light of
hope…and friendship.
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The remote village waits for a story to be told.
News travels slowly to this corner of Kenya.
As Kimeli nears his village,
he watches a herd of bull giraffes
cross the open grassland. He smiles.
He has been away a long time.

A girl sitting under a guava tree sees him first
and cries out to the others. The children run to him
with the speed and grace of cheetahs.
He greets them with a gentle touch on the head,
a warrior’s blessing.
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To my children Katie and William,
Erin, and Lauren.
And to my beloved husband, John.
—C. A. D

To my wife Noni and
my daughter Nina.
I am so fortunate to have
both of you in my life.
—T. G.

To all the little children who read
this book. You are the peace
the world has been waiting for.
May you grow to be
compassionate diplomats.
—W. K. N.
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