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TEACHER’S GUIDE  

ABOUT THE BOOK 
In 1811, 14-year-old Zeb and 11-year-old Hannah team 
up to make their way down the dangerous Natchez Trace, 
a haven for thieves and murderers. Zeb, despite reports 
that his grandfather was killed on the Trace, is convinced 
that he is still alive and is determined to find him. 
Hannah, who escaped from her kidnappers, the 
treacherous Mason Gang, is trying to get home to her 
family and her Choctaw Indian friends. As they narrowly 
escape life-threatening situations on the Trace, Zeb and 
Hannah learn to value each other’s survival skills, 
courage, and determination.  

An Author’s Note describes the history, dangers, natural 
phenomena, and Indians who lived along the Trace and 
encourages readers to visit the Trace today. Maps inside 
the front and back covers show the Natchez Trace and the 
United States as they existed in 1811. Mileposts at each 
chapter opener indicate location on the present-day Trace.  

 
THEMES 

 History, early 19th century America 

 Determination, belief in oneself, courage  

 Friendship 

 Racism 

 Native Americans 

 Extinction of species 
 Horses, training and treatment  

 
BACKGROUND FOR TEACHERS 
Dr. Stanley Applegate’s historical fiction series of early 
nineteenth century life on the treacherous Natchez Trace 
is a natural springboard for multidisciplinary study. 
While field testing these novels on fifth and sixth grade 
students, I discovered that Zeb’s and Hannah’s 
adventures continually opened up new and fascinating 
topics for group and independent research, as well as for 
creative writing and art activities. My students were so 
excited and enthusiastic that they begged to be allowed to 
trade their recess time for more reading and to eat in the 
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Peachtree Teacher’s Guide fo r 

THE DEVIL’S HIGHWAY 

was prepared by Sherrie Drury Jamison, who based a 

curriculum on this book for her 5th and 6th grade students at 

Burghard Elementary School in Macon, Georgia.  
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industry, including teacher in New York, South 
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U.N. Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) in Brazil; Deputy Director 
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ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR 
James Watling was born in England and lives near 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, where he is professor of 
art education at McGill University. He has illustrated 
more than twenty-five books, including Seaman, The 
Tree That Owns Itself, and Natchez Under-the-Hill. 


