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For centuries, the Star of David was a symbol
of Jewish pride. But during World War II, Nazis
used the Star to segregate and terrorize the Jewish
people. Except in Denmark.

When Nazi soldiers occupied his country, King
Christian X of Denmark committed himself to
keeping all Danes safe from harm.

The bravery of the Danes and their king has
i n s p i red many legends. The most enduring is the
legend of the yellow star, which symbolizes the
loyalty and fearless spirit of the king and his 
p e o p l e .

Carmen Agra Deedy has re - c reated this legend
with Danish illustrator Henri Sørensen. Deedy’s
lyrical prose and Sørensen’s arresting portraits
unite to create a  powerful and dignified story of
h e roic justice, a story for all people and all times.

■ H e roism, courage, concern for others
■ Responsibilities of leaders
■ World War II
■ H o l o c a u s t
■ Jewish history
■ Human rights
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This story of King Christian X’s response to the
o rder that Jews in Denmark must wear yellow
stars on their clothing is a powerful intro d u c t i o n
to the bravery of people who resisted the Nazis
during World War II. Students in the middle ele-
mentary years are generally aware of the Holo-
caust, but often they know little about the ways
people responded to the terrible things happen-
ing around them. Though the story in this book is
a legend, it illustrates the strength and spirit of a
nation committed to justice for all its people.

To understand the context of this story, stu-
dents need to know a bit about World War II in
E u ro p e .

■ Begin by asking what students know about
World War II. When did it take place? What coun-
tries were involved? Why were these countries
fighting? What happened to Jewish people at this
time?  Why were Nazi soldiers in Copenhagen?  It
is not necessary to give extensive information
about any of these questions.  Your purpose here
is simply to put the book in context.

■ Using a map of Europe, have students locate
G e r m a n y, Denmark and Copenhagen, Denmark’s
c a p i t a l .

The first two pages of the book emphasize the
unity of the Danish people.  At the same time, the
author points out that all Danes were not the
same.  Talk with your students about the diff e re n t
kinds of people shown in these two illustrations -
d i ff e rent ages, gender, occupations and so forth.

Continue this discussion as you read the third
page.  Who is the guest in the picture?  Note that
either of the men in the conversation could be the
guest because many diff e rent kinds of people live
f reely in Denmark.
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After reading the fourth page, ask your stu-
dents how they think the Nazis will respond to
the removal of the flag?  Why do they think this
will happen?

After reading the fifth page, ask the students
whether the Nazis had made a smart decision in
allowing the flag to remain down?  Why do they
feel this way?  

As you read the page where the king is ponder-
ing his decision (before he goes onto the balcony),
ask the students what they think the king will do?
Why might he choose to do this?

After reading the next to the last page, ask the
students what the king did and what it meant.  

On the final page, all of the Danes are wearing
yellow stars.  What message does this give to the
N a z i s ?

At the end of the story, read the first page and
the bulleted items on the second page of the
a u t h o r’s note to the class.  Discuss the meaning of
legend.  Note that all countries and cultures have
their own legends, and that often these stories
contain values important to the culture.  Discuss
what values important to the Danes are embed-
ded in this legend.  Why might people who were
not Danes find this an inspiring story?  After the
discussion, read and discuss the rest of the
A u t h o r’s Note.

■ Choose a character from one of the illustra-
tions in the book, and write a series of diary
entries based on the events of the story.  The fir s t
entry should be written as if it were in early 1940.
The second entry should be after the Nazi occu-
pation of Denmark, perhaps around the time that
the king ord e red the flag removed.  The third
entry should take place when the Jews were
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o rd e red to wear the yellow star, and the fin a l
entry should be after King Christian X appeare d
wearing the star.

■ Interview people who were alive during
World War II to see what they experienced and
what impact the war had on them.  Students need
to be sensitive as they do this because people who
have painful memories may not want to be inter-
viewed.  Share the interviews with the class,
either by having oral presentations or by compil-
ing a class book of the interviews.

■ Write a news story, editorial or letter to the
editor based on one of the events of the story.  Do
you think stories like the ones you have written
would be published in the newspapers while the
Nazis occupied Denmark?  Do some re s e a rch to
see whether censorship existed in the countries
occupied by the Nazis.  

■ Follow the reading of TH E YE L L O W STA R b y
reading aloud the novel NU M B E R T H E STA R S b y
Lois Lowry.  In introducing the novel, note the
fact that it is set in Denmark during World War II
and discuss with the students what they think
will be similar in the two stories.  As you re a d ,
continue to make connections between the two
books.  At the conclusion of the reading, discuss
whether the books re p resented the Danish people
in the same way.

■ H i s t o r y, Human rights. Students interested in
history may want to do further re s e a rch on one of
the following topics: Denmark’s role in Wo r l d
War II, the Nazi occupation of Denmark, the Dan-
ish Resistance movement, King Christian X of
Denmark, the significance of the yellow Star of
David.  They may want to consider how Den-
mark's response to Nazi occupation was diff e re n t
f rom that of other European countries.  

■ Older students reading this book may want
to read more about the Holocaust and do some
re s e a rch on Theresienstadt, a concentration camp

located in Czechoslovakia where most Danish
Jews were sent.

■ Students may be interested in investigating
violations of human rights that are occurring
t o d a y, such as child slavery, suppression of re l i-
gious and political groups in China, and so forth.
The Amnesty International web site
( w w w. a m n e s t y. o rg) is a good source of material.
After some students report on their findings, the
class could be asked to use the information they
have learned to write a persuasive essay or edito-
rial based on the last paragraph of the A u t h o r’ s
Note in this book.  

■ G e o g r a p h y. Using a map on a transparency to
show Europe on the eve of World WarII, have stu-
dents make successive overlays to show the
p ro g ress of the Nazi occupation of Europe during
the war.

■ Use the illustrations in the book and do some
re s e a rch to create a map of Copenhagen in 1940.
Show the palace and other important locations in
the city.  Have students speculate about the ro u t e
of the king’s morning ride.   Amap of Copen-
hagen today may be found at
w w w. m t c s . d k / m a p c p h . h t m .

■ P s y c h o l o g y. Why is the behavior of a king
important to his country? When King Christian X
of Denmark rode through the streets of Copen-
hagen without a guard, what message was he giv-
ing to his people and to the visitors to his
country?  What other important messages did the
king convey to his people through his behavior in
this story?

■ How did the people of Denmark feel about
their king?  What evidence do you have to sup-
port your answer? 

■ In several places in the book the artist uses
tones of brown and white instead of full color.
Why does he change his palette in this way?
What effect do these dark images have on you?   
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■ Study the pictures in the book.  What can
you learn about Denmark just by looking at the
illustrations?   Find some photographs either in
books or on the Internet showing some scenes of
Copenhagen during the 1930s and ‘40s.  A re the
artist’s drawings accurate?  How do the picture s
convey the feeling of the city at that time?

■ The US Holocaust Memorial Museum site
( w w w. u s h m m . o rg/education) contains a compre-
hensive education section.  There students can
find re s o u rces about the rescue of Jews by the
people of Denmark (www. u s h m m . o rg / o u t re a c h /
denmark.htm) as well as material on other topics
related to the Holocaust.

■ The Holocaust Page of the Internet School
Library Media Center  (falcon.jmu.edu/
~ramseyil/holo.htm) offers a large and varied list
of links to Holocaust materials on the Internet.  Of
particular interest are the many links to materials
about Anne Frank.

■ A Te a c h e r’s Guide to the Holocaust, located
on the University of Southern Florida’s web site
(fcit.codu.usf.edu/Holocaust) contains a vast
selection of activities and links to re s o u rc e s .
Many of the activities provide interesting exten-
sions which might follow the reading of TH E

YE L L O W STA R. 
■ The web site of the Royal Danish Ministry of

F o reign A ffairs (www. u m . d k / e n g l i s h / d e n m a r k /
denmark.html) is a re s o u rce for all things Danish.
By clicking on "History" on the home page, you
can find ample material on "The Occupation
1 9 4 0 – 4 5 . "

■ See the Peachtree Publishers website
( p e a c h t ree-online.com) for extensive details about
Denmark and the Danish experience of Wo r l d
War II. Broken down into information suitable for
younger and for older readers, the site contains
maps, photographs, timelines of events, descrip-
tion of the Nazi occupation of Denmark and the

resistance efforts of the Danish, a biography of
King Christian X, and vocabulary words fro m
TH E YE L L O W STA R. It also contains an annotated
bibliography and extensive internet links for
t e a c h e r s .

H e roism can be expressed in many ways.  Dis-
cuss what it means to be a hero and who students
consider to be heroic.  In this story was King
Christian X a hero?  Though we think that his
wearing of the yellow star was a legend, in what
ways, if any, would you still consider him a hero ?

Many books could be used in conjunction with
TH E YE L L O W STA R. Set during World War II, the
books listed below are stories in which people in
d i ff e rent ways and diff e rent places display excep-
tional courage in the face of danger.

■ Hiding from the Nazis, David A d l e r, illus. 
K a ren Ritz

■ L i l y ’s Crossing, Patricia Riley Giff
■ Number the Stars, Lois Lowry
■ The Good Liar, G regory Maguire
■ Passage to Freedom: The Sugihara Story

Ken Mochizuki
■ The Lily Cupboard: A Story of the Holocaust, 

Shulamith Levey Oppenheim, illus. Ronald 
H i m l e r

■ The Number on My Grandfather’s Arm, David 
A d l e r

■ The Diary of a Young Girl, Anne Frank
■ Theo, Barbara Harrison
■ No Pretty Pictures, Anita Lobel
■ Stones in Wa t e r, Donna Jo Napoli
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■ In My Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Rescuer,
I rene Gut Opdyke with Jennifer A r m s t ro n g

■ Anne Frank: Beyond the Diary, A P h o t o g r a p h i c
Remembrance, Ruud van der Rol and Rian  
Ve rh o e v e n

■ I Never Saw Another Butterfly: Childre n ’s 
Drawings and Poems from Te rezin Concentration 
Camp 1942–1944, Hana Volavkova (ed.)

■ “ ‘What Should They Read and When Should
They Read it?’ A Selective Review of Holocaust
L i t e r a t u re for Students in Grades Two thro u g h
Twelve, Part II.” Karen Shawn. Dimensions: A
Journal of Holocaust Studies. A n t i - D e f a m a t i o n
League, 1997.

■ The Bitter Ye a r s , R i c h a rd Petro w. Examines the
invasion, occupation, and resistance movements of
Denmark and Norway during World War II.

■ Facing History and Ourselves: Holocaust and
Human Behavior, M a rgot S. Strom. A c l a s s ro o m
re s o u rce book used in conjunction with the 
Facing History and Ourselves program. Vi s i t
w w w. f a c i n g . o rg for more information.

■ The Holocaust: The Fate of European Jewry, L e n i
Yahil. Offers a comprehensive look at the fate of
Jews in each European country during the Holo-
c a u s t .

■ Learning about the Holocaust: Literature and
Other Resources for Young People, Elaine D.
Stephens, Jean E. Brown, Janet E. Rubin. Explore s
Holocaust literature for kindergarten thro u g h
high school students. Offers an annotated bibliog-
raphy arranged by grade and genre. Draws mate-
rial from a wide array of genres including movies,
p o e t r y, photo essays, and books. 

■ October ’43, Aage Bertelsen. An autobio-
graphical account of the October rescue written
by a non-Jewish Dane.

■ A Rabbi Remembers, M a rcus Melchior. A
personal account by the rabbi of Copenhagen’s
synagogue at the time of the Jewish re s c u e .

■ The Rescue of the Danish Jews: Moral Courage
Under Stress, Leo Goldberger (ed.). A collection of
essays written by internationally known Jews and
non-Jews centered around the 1943 rescue of Dan-
ish Jews.

■ Rescue: The Story of How Gentiles Saved Jews in
the Holocaust, Leo Meltzer. Stories of non-Jews
who risked their lives to save Jews from death in
the Holocaust.

■ The Spirit that Moves Us: Grades Kinderg a r t e n
T h rough Four, Laura R. Petovello, J.D. Offers les-
son plans for commonly used children’s Holo-
caust literature including Number the Stars a n d
One Yellow Daffodil.

■ Teaching About the Holocaust: A R e s o u rce Book
for Educators. P roduced by the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum (www.ushmm. org /
education). Offers guidelines for teaching about
the Holocaust in the classroom, an annotated bib-
liography and video list, and a timeline and
c h ronology list of Holocaust and World War II
e v e n t s .

■ Tell Them We Remember: The Story of the Holo -
caust, Susan D. Bachrach. Produced in association
with the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum. A n
invaluable re s o u rce that offers 30 chapters cover-
ing Hitler’s rise to power all the way through the
Holocaust. A g reat deal of the book’s information
may be found in the Museum. Intended for
young adult, but very appropriate for teachers
and pare n t s .
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is a professional storyteller and
the author of TH E LI B R A RY DR A G O N, TH E LA S T DA N C E, TH E

SE C R E T O F OL D ZE B, TR E E- MA N, and AG AT H A’S FE AT H E R B E D.
She received the Parent’s Choice Gold Aw a rd in 1996 for
her collection of stories on audiotape entitled GR O W I N G UP

CU B A N I N DE C AT U R, GE O R G I A. She is a regular contributor to
National Public Radio’s “Weekend All Things Considere d , ”
and has performed at the Folger Shakespeare Library, The
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, on
B roadway at The New Victory Theater, and many other
places. 

has illustrated twenty-three books for
c h i l d ren, among them I LO V E YO U AS MU C H, written by
Laura Krauss Melmet. He is the author-illustrator of two
c h i l d ren’s picture books, NE W HO P E and YO U R FI R S T ST E P.
THE YELLOW STAR is his first collaboration with Carmen
Deedy and Peachtree Publishers. A native of Denmark,
Henri lives with his wife Lise in Aarhus, Denmark. They
have two daughters, Mathilde, who is 24 years old, and
Alexandra, who is 15.
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