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SKILLS  REINFORCED  
• Compare and contrast 
• Cause and effect  
 
BEFORE  YOU  READ    
Grades  K–2    
• Read the title and have students look at the cover. 

Ask the following questions:  
o Which one is Agatha?  
o What might the story be about?  
o What are they looking at? Who’s outside the 

window?  
o Do they look scared, curious, surprised?  

• Bring in a big down comforter for the children to sit 
on while you read the story. Tell them to feel it and 
squeeze it. Ask them what they think is inside. What 
makes it so soft and warm? Talk to the children 
specifically about what “down” is and where it comes 
from. Explain briefly about geese and how their 
feathers are sometimes used to fill comforters and 
pillows. Tell students that after the reading you will 
make a list of products and their origins. Encourage 
them to think of other products to add to the list as 
they listen to the story. Make sure there are plenty of 
books in the reading area on the topics of how things 
are made (glass, paper, etc.), where things come from 
(dairy products and other food items), and familiar 
natural resources. Also, tell the children to listen for 
silly plays on words in the story and see if they can 
hear them without you pointing them out.  

TEACHER’S GUIDE  

ABOUT  THE  BOOK    
Agatha owns a weaving shop in Manhattan and likes to 
answer the questions of children who want to know the 
source of her beautiful fabrics. She always recites a little 
verse to them:  
 Everything comes from something,  
 Nothing comes from nothing. 
 Just like paper comes from trees,  

And glass comes from sand,  
An answer comes from a question.  
All you have to do is ask.  
 

Perhaps Agatha forgets her own advice, for one night her 
pleasant sleep is disrupted by six cranky, cold, naked 
geese. They want to discuss the source of the feathers 
keeping her so warm in her brand new feather bed. In a 
delightful O. Henry-inspired ending, Agatha arrives at a 
solution that benefits them all, teaching readers to 
understand the delicate balance between our resources 
and responsibilities.  
 
THEMES  
• Endangered Animals 

Conservation/Environment  
• Natural Resources  
• Sharing  
• Responsibility  
• Interdependence of living things  
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Grades  3–5    
• Explain to students that anything that comes from 

nature is a “natural resource.” Discuss various types 
of natural resources with them, such as forests, 
minerals, or wildlife. Encourage them to think about 
where particular items come from (for example, milk 
– cows; water – oceans, rivers, lakes; apples – apple 
trees). Have students listen for all the natural 
resources mentioned in the story and think about 
how humans use these resources.  

• Ask students to listen for the ways the characters in 
the story work together to solve their problems and 
help each other.  

• Ask them to listen for ways the author uses various 
words and phrases related to ducks and geese.  
 

AS  YOU  READ  
• Read the story straight through to create and hold 

the students’ interest and to promote love of reading. 
Then read the book a second time, stopping to allow 
students to point out parts of the story that interested 
them and to discuss questions and word usage.  

• Point out the smaller pictures in the margins of some 
pages. For example, one page shows a silkworm 
cocoon used to make silk and an aloe plant used to 
make lotion.  

• Point out some of the author’s puns if your students 
could not find them on their own. Work together to 
decipher their meanings.  

 
AFTER  YOU  READ  
• Discuss the questions mentioned in the “Before You 

Read” section.  
• Tell students that over the next several days they will 

be doing several activities related to this story. 
Prepare them for learning about conservation, 
natural resources, sharing, responsibility, endangered 
animals, and the ways humans affect the 
environment.  

• Define the term “endangered animal.” Animals 
found in the wild whose numbers are shrinking for 
different reasons such as pollution, habitat 
destruction, poaching or illegal hunting, slow rate of 
reproduction, etc.  

• Once you have read the book, compile a list of other 
products and their origins. Encourage students to 
offer ideas for the list. Write the words on a big sheet 
of paper and post it for them to peruse. Continue to 
add to the list for the duration of the unit.  

• Talk about the geese in the story and how they may 

have felt when their feathers were taken from them. 
Ask students to think of ways to save resources that 
we use everyday so we don’t run out.  

NOTE: See helpful websites at the end of this Teacher’s 
Guide for further information on these and other 
activities.  
 
MATH    
• Show children how to make paper “quilts” with polka 

dots, shapes, flowers, and other patterns and designs. 
Use the quilt pieces for counting and matching 
activities.  

• Have students research geese migration and how 
many miles geese can travel in a single flight. Create 
a graph representing a typical migration for six 
months to a year.  

 
SCIENCE  
Make matching cards for an “everything comes from 
something” memory game. The object of the game is to 
match each item with its source. For instance, match a 
sheep with wool or a cow with cheese and milk.  
 
SOCIAL  STUDIES  
• Take a field trip to a farm to observe various kinds of 

animals that supply us with products we use every 
day. For example: sheep, pigs, cows, etc.  

• Direct children to study maps and reference books to 
learn where certain products come from around the 
world.  

 
ART  
Collect scrap paper and show kids how to make new 
paper. You can come up with beautiful colors and 
interesting textures. If you don’t feel comfortable doing it 
yourself, ask a parent or another teacher to help. Use  
your handmade paper for writing and drawing or gifts for 
special occasions!  
 
MUSIC  
Make a song out of Agatha’s saying:  
Everything comes from something, Nothing comes from nothing. 
Just like paper comes from trees, And glass comes from sand,  
An answer comes from a question.  
All you have to do is ask.  
(If you repeat the first two lines at the end, you can fit the 

CLASSROOM  ACTIVITIES  
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words to the tune of “I’ve Been Working on the 
Railroad.”)  
Using the list you compiled as a class, ask the children to 
make up their own simple songs to help them remember 
where things come from.  
  
PHYSICAL  EDUCATION  
Lead your students on a walk outside and ask them to 
identify items that are made from (or are used to make) 
other things. For example, tires are made from rubber 
and rubber comes from a rubber tree, trees are used to 
make paper, and flowers are used to make perfume.  
 
TECHNOLOGY  
Ask each child to come up with a question pertaining to 
conservation and where things come from. Help your 
students navigate the web in order to find the answer to 
their questions. This is a great opportunity to introduce 
search engines such as MetaCrawler and Google.  
 
LANGUAGE  ARTS  
Vocabulary Words:  
 skyscrapers fossil 
 Manhattan swirls 
 wares  reptiles 
 fabric flax 
 catalog gander 
 gaggle coal 
 fleece magnificent 
 
• These words can be used for the week’s new 

vocabulary or for bonus spelling words. Give each 
student a blank sheet of copy paper. Have them fold 
the sheet in half along the long side. Next, fold again 
along the short side. Last, fold the paper in half one 
more time along the short side. When the page is 
unfolded, there should be eight equal rectangles like 
the page shown below. Have students choose eight 
vocabulary words and write the word and its 
definition in each rectangle. On the back of that 
rectangle space, have them draw a picture of the 
word.  

• Discuss with students how this story might help them 
understand the problem of endangered animals. 
Agatha’s hair and the geese’s feathers can grow back 
in a short amount of time. However, it would be 
much harder and it would take a much longer time to 
restore living creatures in the wild. Have students 
recall reasons why animals become endangered. 
Have them research different endangered animals on 
the Internet and ask them to write a one-page paper 

on the animal of their choice. The paper should 
include the following information: 
1. A description of the animal’s physical 

characteristics. 
2. Its habitat/environment (location and physical 

description) 
3. The number of young it produces at one time. 
4. Interesting facts about the animal. 
5. Why this animal is endangered and ways to help 

save it. 
6. A colorful picture of the animal, either printed 

out or drawn by the student.  
Once all papers and pictures are received, compile 
them to create a class book called Endangered 
Animals Around the World. For the book’s cover use 
clip art, stickers, or another form of art to show all 
animals mentioned in the book and their names.  

• Work with students to create a KNOW- WANT-
LEARN (KWL) chart for endangered animals on 
chart paper. Begin by asking students what they 
KNOW about endangered animals. Write their 
responses on the board. Next, ask students what they 
WANT to learn about endangered animals. As you 
learn new information, record this under the LEARN 
section of the chart.  

• Discuss with students the difference between natural 
resources and man-made items. Point out that a man-
made item is not naturally found in that form in 
nature, but is created from natural resources. On the 
board, create two lists of items that are found in 
nature (natural resources), and items that are man-
made (products created by humans). Provide old 
magazines so the students can find and cut out 
several pictures from each category. Have students 
fold a sheet of construction paper in half and label 
one side as “Natural Resources” and the other side 
“Man-Made Items.” (Make sure they are clear on the 
definition of these terms.) Instruct them to paste the 
pictures under the appropriate columns. On the back 
or on a sheet of notebook paper, have them write 
four complete sentences about the items on their 
poster describing why the item is either a natural 
resource or is man-made.  

• Set up a fabric shop like Agatha’s in your classroom. 
Have parents donate yarn, old fabric, and used 
clothing and let the children pretend to make and sell 
them. Add a math element by adding a cash register 
and play money.  

EXTENDED  ACTIVITIES  
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• Since the author of Agatha’s Feather Bed is a 

professional storyteller, invite a storyteller from your 
area into your classroom to share their talents. 
Explore different ways of presenting stories and 
encourage your students to write and present original 
works.  

• Set aside a day to eat foods that come from different 
sources. Discuss what you know about these sources. 

• If possible, arrange to visit a sheep farm or a 
historical center where the children can watch the 
processes of shearing the sheep, gathering the wool, 
and spinning the wool into yarn. 

• Brainstorm field trip places in your area that will help 
students understand where things come from.  

• After they are familiar with the book, ask the children 
if they would like to perform it as a play. Offer your 
assistance with anything they might need as far as 
casting, props, set design, etc.  

 
 

 
 
REVIEWS  

“This finely crafted collection abounds with  
information and whimsy. It also teems with puns and 

wordplay… A ducky book.”  
—Publishers Weekly 

 
“Offbeat, provocative, well crafted.”  

—Kirkus Reviews 
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ABOUT  THE  AUTHOR  
Carmen Agra Deedy is a New York Times bestselling 
author and has been writing and traveling around the 
world telling stories for more than twenty years. Her 
books, including 14 Cows for America, The Library Dragon, 
The Yellow Star, and Martina the Beautiful Cockroach have 
received numerous awards and honors. Carmen has 
performed in many prestigious venues, but children 
are her favorite audience. Born in Havana, Cuba, she 
came to the United States as a refugee and, like most 
immigrants, sees the world from multiple perspectives. 

www.carmendeedy.com  
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Laura Seeley is a New York Times bestselling author and 
illustrator with many award-winning titles including 
The Book of Shadowboxes: A Story of the ABC’s, The Magical 
Moonballs, Cats Vanish Slowly; McSpot’s Hidden Spots: A 
Puppyhood Secret and others. Seeley was named Georgia 
Author of the Year for Juvenile Literature three times 
and holds a degree in fine arts from the Rochester 
Institute of Technology. She lives in San Francisco, 
California.  

www.lauraseeley.com  
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