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About the Book
Rollicking rhymes and amusing, expressive
illustrations make this delightful counting

book for young children a standout.

Owning an elephant is terrific, but what happens
when he gets lonely and invites over a friend? Every
time a busy little girl goes out—to school or to the
movies or to the mall—her elephant friends get
lonely. They invite another elephant over and then
they all join her in fun activities, from swimming in
the local pool to dancing in her ballet class! As the
number of elephants increases, so do their antics.
Finally, the resourceful heroine finds her
companions a new home where she can visit
them…and make a few new friends too.

Young readers will be highly amused by the
exuberant characters and mounting silliness in
Anne Ginkel’s original counting story. Illustrator
Janie Bynum’s brightly colored illustrations and
affectionately drawn, expressive characters
capture the story’s good-natured fun.

Themes
 Elephants
 Rhyming words
 Counting
 Friendship
 Zoo

Before You Read
Look at the cover of the book and ask students to
make up three questions about the story based on
what they see.
Example—Is this story true or make-believe?
              Do the characters like each other?
              Will the little girl get to ride on the

elephant’s back?

As You Read
Decide whether or not the questions can be
answered. Look at the words that are used in the
story. Discuss the use of rhyming words.
NOTE: The first time you read through the book
with children, read the story straight through to
create and hold interest and to promote a love of
reading. The next time you read the book, have
students point out parts of the story and discuss
questions and word usage.  

After You Read
Ask students to pick favorite parts of the story and
tell what they like about it. Ask them whether the
story could be real or if there are any parts that
could be true. Tell students they will be doing
several activities related to this story and on the
topic of elephants, friendship, rhyming words, and
counting. This book would be a good addition to a
unit on the zoo and animals in general.  



2   I’VE GOT AN ELEPHANT                    Copyright ©2006 by Peachtree Publishers. All rights reserved.

**Please note: A lot of the information and many of
the activities presented in this guide were found on
various internet sites. Links to all sites are listed on
page 5 in the Sources section of this guide. When
appropriate, the source and its web link have been
noted beside or under the fact. (Source #=number
that corresponds with the website located in the
Sources section of this guide.)

~Elephant Facts~

Elephant Appreciation Day – September 22
(every year)

Elephants are the largest land mammals on
earth. They are gray and can have both big and
small ears, long trunks with one or two “fingers”, and
many have tusks. Elephants can be seen in the wild
only in Asia and Africa. They may also be viewed at
zoos around the world and at circus events.

There are two types and three species of elephants
in the world.
Types: African and Asian elephants
Species: African savanna (Loxodonta africana)
             African forest (Africana cyclotis)
             Asian (Elephas maximus)
(Source #7)

African elephants have large ears and both males
and females have visible
tusks. Their skin is very
wrinkly, their backs are
swayed, and the end of
their trunk works like two
fingers to help them pick
up small things. African

elephants live in 37 countries in Africa, including
Kenya, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Zambia, Uganda,
Democratic Republic of the Congo, Namibia, and
national parks in South Africa.
Habitat: grassland savanna and open woodland
(Source #3 and #9; Image: Source #9)

Asian elephants have smaller ears and usually only
the males have visible tusks. Their
skin is not as wrinkly, their backs
are dome-shaped, and they only
have one "finger" at the ends of
their trunks. Sometimes called the
Indian elephant, Asian elephants
live in 13 countries in Asia,
including India, Nepal, Sri Lanka,

Burma, Thailand, Malaya, and Sumatra.
Habitat: dense scrub forests, grassy plains, and rain
forest edge
(Source #3; Image: Source #14)

The Asian Elephant males have tusks and the females
have “tushes,” which are second incisors that stick out
just beyond the upper lip.

Most elephants found on Sri Lanka, male or female,
have no tusks.

A large bull could typically weigh six tons and is ten
feet high at the shoulder. Female Asian elephants are
about half the size of the largest males.

Interestingly, the Asian elephant is more closely
related to the extinct mammoth than to the African
elephant.
(Source #3 and #12)

All elephants…
Both African and Asian elephants live in highly
organized and close social groups called herds. A 15
to 30 elephant herd typically consists of ten related
females called cows and their offspring. The leader of
the herd is called the matriarch and this social
structure is referred to as a matriarchal herd. The
matriarch is usually the oldest, largest, and most
experienced female in the herd. She decides when
and where the herd will eat, rest, and travel. Adult
males, called bulls, don't live in a herd. Once male
elephants become teenagers, they leave the herd.
Only after they become adults will they visit other
herds, and that is only for short periods of time to
breed. Bulls do not take part in caring for the young.

At birth, a baby elephant, called a calf, may stand
three feet tall and weigh around 250 pounds. A calf is
usually hairy with a long tail and a very short trunk.
It uses its mouth to drink its mother's milk, so it
doesn't need a long trunk to feed. Calves are clumsy
at first with their trunks, but they learn to use them
as they grow older. Baby elephants are sometimes
called ellies.
(Source #9 and #12)

Females vs. Males:
• Elephants can have offspring up to around 45—50

years old.
• Most elephants live between 60—70 years, with some

living more than 70 years.
• A female elephant can produce a single calf and

in very rare cases twins. (Source #3)

• Elephants can have babies every 2 _ to 4 years,
which could average around 20 offspring in their
lifetime. (Source #3)

• Female elephants are one of the few mammals
other than humans who live beyond their
reproductive years. During this post-reproductive
time she assists with the care of other young. 

(Source #9)
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• Male elephants are generally larger than female
elephants and African elephants are bigger than
Asian elephants. 

Physical Statistics:
• Size: 10—13 ft tall at shoulder; 20—24 ft long
• Weight: 7,000—14,000 pounds
• Elephants have quite small eyes in relationship to

their size. They have long, stiff eyelashes to
protect their eyes. (Source #8)

• An average grown elephant's heart weighs
almost 25 pounds!

• An elephant's brain is about four times the size of
a human's brain and weighs 8—13 pounds. Of all
animals that ever lived on earth, the elephant’s
brain is the largest one known.

• Elephants use their ears to help them cool off.
They flap their wet ears on a hot day, which
causes blood flowing through their ears to
become cool, and in turn allows their large
bodies to cool. (Source #12)

• Pachyderm means "thick skin" and this term is
used when referring to both elephants and
hippopotamuses. (Source #12)

• An elephant's skin can be up to one inch thick on
some parts of its body. Even though its skin is
thick, it is also very sensitive. (Source #12)

• Elephants often spray themselves with water, or
roll in the mud or dust for protection from sun
and biting insects.

• As in Asian elephants, the female African
elephant is generally half the size of a fully
grown male. 

 The largest African elephant recorded
weighed over nine tons and stood more
than twelve feet high at the shoulder.

Trunk:
The trunk is an elongated nose and upper lip that
can weigh upwards of 300 pounds. It is a highly
sensitive organ with over 100,000 muscles, and many
different types of tissue and nerves that provide
strength and flexibility. Besides being used for
breathing and smelling it is also used like an arm or
hand, with agile "fingers," at the end that are
sensitive enough to pick up a small coin or blade of
grass and to tenderly touch family members. An
elephant's trunk is so unbelievably strong that it can
push down trees and can even detect scents over a
mile away.

• The trunk has no bones.
• Elephants don't drink with their trunks, but they

do use them to help them drink.
• They fill their trunks with water and use it like a

hose to squirt water into their mouths.

• Elephants can put up to three gallons of water
into their trunks at one time to spray in their
mouths for drinking or onto their backs for
bathing.

• Elephants can also put their trunks into their
mouths and extract water from their stomachs
that they spray on themselves to cool down.

• There are more muscles in an elephant’s truck
than a human has in his/her whole body!
(Humans have around 600 muscles.)

• Elephant trunks can get very heavy and it is not
uncommon to see them resting them over a tusk!

 Baby elephants are not born knowing how
to use their short trunks. It can take them
months of learning by example before they
can use the trunk to squirt water into their
mouths for a drink.

Tusks:
Tusks are an elephant's elongated incisor teeth. They
are very strong and made of ivory. Tusks are used to
defend the animal, get food, dig for water, and lift
things.

• Tusks grow throughout an elephant's life.
• Some male African elephants have tusks as big

as 220 pounds per tusk.
• By age 50, average tusks weigh 108 pounds (for

males); 15 pounds (for females)
• Tusks are extremely strong, but occasionally

snap off when digging up roots or gouging fibers
out of a tree trunk.

• Elephants appear to have a dominant side and
use one tusk more than the other in food
gathering. As a result of this dominance, the
preferred tusk usually has a blunter tip and a
thicker diameter than the other tusk. (Source #8)

• Elephants also have four molars, one on the top
and one on the bottom on both sides of the
mouth. (Source #12)

• One molar can weigh about five pounds and is
the size of a brick! (Source #12)

• Elephants can go through six sets of molars in a
lifetime. (Source #12)

• Humans have used ivory for tens of thousands of
years. Because ivory is rare, it is very expensive.

• Poachers are people who kill elephants for their
ivory.

 Older elephants develop sensitive teeth and
prefer to eat softer foods. Marshes are the
perfect place for soft plant food, so old
elephants are often found there. Many times
they stay there until they die. This practice
led some people to think that elephants went
to special burial grounds to die.
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Eating Habits:
• Wild elephants are herbivores and eat more than

100 species of vegetation, from grass, herbs, and
fruit to leaves, twigs, and bark. 

• Wild elephants eat around 220 to 440 pounds
each day. (About 4—7 percent of their
bodyweight.)

• Captive elephants eat around 125 pounds of food
each day; their diets consist of hay, herbivore
pellets, and acacia browse. (Source #12)

• Elephants spend a good part of their daily lives
searching for the large amounts of food they
require.

• Elephants can walk at about 5 miles per hour for
hours on end.

• Some elephants have walked over 100 miles in a
day.

• Elephants drink about 30 gallons of water each
day.

 Elephants walk well-worn trails that have
been used for centuries. These trails lead
to favorite watering places. The ability to
find water is critical to their survival.

Other Fun Facts:
• Elephant comes from the Greek word Elephas.
• Elephants once populated all of Africa.
• Older elephants rarely lie down. It is quite

difficult for them to get up. Younger ellies
frequently will lie down.

• Patterns on the bottom of an elephant's foot are
as individualistic as a human's fingerprints. (Source #8)

• When elephants charge, they fan out their ears
and either roll up their trunk or hold it to the side
to get it out of the way. Technically, elephants
are incapable of running. However they can walk
very fast, and have been clocked at 18—20 mph!

• Elephants sniff each other all over when they
meet. By doing this, they are able to recognize
one another individually.

• Elephants are extremely adaptable and can
comfortably live in areas different from where
they are naturally born.

• No land dwelling creature on present day earth is
as large as the elephant.

• Young elephants, if not carefully attended by
adults, are prey to large cats such as lions and
tigers.

• The adult elephant has no predator except
humans.

• In 1979, there were 1.3 million elephants in
Africa. Today there are only 400,000—600,000.

 The oldest elephant ever recorded died at
the age of 82. His name was "Raja" and he
lived in captivity in Sri Lanka. (Source #8)

Elephants have Feelings:
• Elephants cry, play, have incredible memories,

and laugh!
• Elephants are sensitive fellow animals; if a baby

complains, the entire family will rumble and go
over to touch and caress it. (Source #3)

• Elephants have greeting ceremonies when a
friend that has been away for some time returns
to the group. (Source #3)

• Elephants grieve at a loss of a stillborn baby, a
family member, and in many cases other
elephants. (Source #3)

Elephants make Sounds:
• Elephants make many different sounds and are

capable of making a wide variety of vocal
sounds, such as grunts, purrs, bellows, whistles,
and trumpeting.

• Some elephant sounds can be heard from long
distances by other elephants but are too low for
humans to hear. This allows wandering elephants
within the herd, as well as several different
herds, to stay in direct contact over distances of
many miles.

• Elephants purr as they eat. If one of them
detects danger, it stops purring. This sudden
silence signals other elephants that also become
silent. 

• When an elephant’s stomach growls, it makes
loud rumbling and growling noises that other
elephants can hear. This is a welcome sound in
elephant society as it is believed to be a signal
they use to let other elephants know that all is
fine.
(Source #9, #12, and #14)

Environmental concerns:
Elephants, like humans, have a significant impact
upon their environment. Elephants are referred to as
a keystone species, a species upon which many other
organisms depend. Elephants make pathways
through the environment that are used by other
animals to access areas normally out of reach. The
pathways have been used by several generations of
elephants, and today people are converting many of
them to paved roads. During the dry season
elephants use their tusks to dig into dry river bottoms
to reach underground sources of water. These newly
dug water holes may become the only source of
water in the area. Forest elephants create clearings
that allow sunlight to reach the forest floor. This
gives ground vegetation a chance to grow and feed
the smaller forest animals. 

(Source #9)

Elephants and People:
Elephants and people have always had an interesting
relationship. For many years, this intelligent and
docile animal has been used by man as a beast of
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burden, circus performer, and even as a weapon of
war. People have sometimes had to contend with
elephants destroying their crops. However, it is the
elephants that have had the greatest burden. They
have been hunted and poached for their ivory tusks,
prevented from migrating between feeding and water
sites, and have lost their habitats because of clearing
for agricultural areas and human dwellings. While the
elephant population throughout Africa is declining,
some countries in southern Africa have the opposite
problem: too many elephants. The future of the
elephant in Africa is a complex issue that will need to
resolve overpopulation in some areas and under
population in others. 

(Source #9)

In some Asian cultures, elephants are regarded as
sacred animals and are believed to bring people good
luck. The elephant is a symbol of power, strength,
wisdom, and longevity and many oriental cultures are
very respectful of them.

Circus Life:
Some people have pointed out the downside to using
elephants for entertainment.

“Elephants are repeatedly beaten in order to train
them. These intelligent social mammals often live
their whole lives in travel trailers, sometimes in the
blazing heat or the freezing cold. The majority of the
time, they are chained by two feet, unable to take
even one step forward or back. Martin Luther King Jr.
taught me that the fight against oppression is never
an easy one. It's even harder when you have no
voice. For animals held captive in circuses, life
consists of cramped cages, shackles, and daily
beatings. There's no escape. They can't demand their
freedom. Images like these bring only one word to
mind: slavery. Be an abolitionist for the animals.
Please don't go to the circus.”

--Dick Gregory quoted on www.circuses.com

Frequently Asked Questions about Elephants:

What was the biggest elephant ever recorded?
According to the Guinness Book of Records, the
biggest elephant ever recorded was a male African
elephant from Angola that weighed 24,000 pounds
and was 13 feet tall at the shoulder! It is mounted at
the Smithsonian Institute’s Museum of Natural
History in Washington, D.C.

Do elephants ever forget?
Although elephants do have good memories, they
forget once in a while. Possessing a good memory
helps elephants survive in the wild. It enables them
to find food and water during times of drought and to
avoid danger when necessary.

Are elephants afraid of mice?
No, this is a myth. If an elephant were to encounter
a mouse, it would likely ignore it.

Can African and Asian elephants interbreed?
Yes, but this would never occur in the wild as the
ranges of the two species do not overlap. A hybrid
birth did occur in England at the Chester Zoo in
1979. The calf, which was named "Motty," only lived
10 days. This is the only recorded hybrid birth
between Loxodonta africana and Elephas maximus,
the African and Asian elephant.
(Source #13)

SOURCES and RESOURCES: (Internet sites)
1) (Elephant facts)

http://www.uen.org/utahlink/activities/view_activity.cgi?activity
_id=3819

2) (Coloring sheet)
 http://www.alphabet-soup.net/dir7/elephantcolor.html

3) (Facts)
http://elephant.elehost.com/About_Elephants/about_elephants.htm

4) (Elephant activities)
 http://www.first-
school.ws/activities/shapes/animals/elephantcd.htm

5) (Elephant facts and activities)
http://www.himandus.net/elephanteria/eday/main_eday.html

6) (Elephant activities)
http://www.childfun.com/modules.php?name=News&file=article&
sid=92

7) (Facts) http://www.elephantvoices.org/facts/facts.html
8) (Facts) http://www.elephantcountryweb.com/Elliefacts.html
9) (Facts) http://www.buschgardens.org/animal-info/animal-

bytes/animalia/eumetazoa/coelomates/deuterostomes/chorda
tes/craniata/mammalia/proboscidea/african-elephant.htm

10) (Elephant activities) http://www.alphabet-
soup.net/dir7/zooactivity.html

11) (Elephant activities)
http://www.preschoolrainbow.org/animal.htm

12) (Facts) http://www.sandiegozoo.org/animalbytes/t-elephant.html
13) (Facts)

http://www.zoo.org/educate/fact_sheets/elephants/elephant3.htm
14) (Facts) http://www.nature.ca/notebooks/english/aseleph.htm
15) (Recipe)

http://www.cdkitchen.com/recipes/recs/831/PeanutButterHay
stacks6109.shtml

 Many people feel that buying ivory is wrong since
a lot of times you cannot be sure of how this
material was obtained.  It is very important to
check on the history of a particular piece of ivory
if you ever want to purchase an item made out of
this material.  To be on the safe side, many
people have opted not to buy ivory in any shape,
no matter how it was obtained, as a way to stop
the useless slaughtering of elephants. It is a
simple choice everyone can make.  Please don't
ever buy ivory!
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Interdisciplinary Connections

Social Studies and Science:
After reading the facts about elephants, what
kind of elephants do you think are in the story
I’VE GOT AN ELEPHANT?

Elephant facts science journal:
Have students keep a journal that includes
information on class discussions or from other
books read about elephants. They should listen
for key info that could later be used in a report
on a topic such as foods they eat, where they
live, family relationships, different kinds of
elephants, parts of an elephant…

Role play:
Ask students to think about some concerns and
problems that effect wild elephants today.
Brainstorm some solutions to these problems.
Have students script short scenarios as to what
they think an elephant might say or feel
regarding their problems.

Language Arts
Write a Story:
After reading I’VE GOT AN ELEPHANT, ask the
following questions and depending on the age
and ability of children, ask them to tell or write
stories on their responses.

Are the elephants in the story imaginary or real?
Draw a picture of you with an imaginary
playmate you would like to have. Then tell what
you are doing together.

Write what the child dictates (no more than one
sentence) under the child’s picture, and ask the
child to read it back to you. Then ask the child
to copy the writing under yours and read that
back when he presents it to the class. Children
can discuss their imaginary friends and why they
picked that particular friend.

Have children write a story about their
imaginary playmate and illustrate it with a
picture. Lead a class discussion on why various
different playmates were chosen. Were they
helpful friends or funny friends? Did they cause
trouble or solve problems?

Friendship—Fun with Friends:
Ask students to think about the friends they
have (including animals) at school, at church, in
their neighborhood, around town… Have them
draw a picture of their friends doing something
fun together. Use the book I’VE GOT AN
ELEPHANT to come up with some activities of
things friends do together, such as go to the
movies, out to dinner, on a picnic, to the store
to shop, to the pool to swim…

Pretend an animal followed you home from the
zoo. What fun activity could you and your new
animal friend do together?

What animal, other than an elephant, would you
like to have as a special friend? Pretend that
animal keeps on bringing new friends home, just
like the elephant in the story.

Children can, as a group or class activity, come
up with funny situations for the new animal and
his friends. Help the children make couplets that
rhyme for the situations, using the rhythm of
“but when I go _______, he gets lonely and
then, he goes out and brings home a ________
friend.” During this lesson talk about rhyming
words and clap out rhythm patterns. After a
class lesson, each child can write his own story
using his own animal and his own funny
situations.

Make an Elephant Book:
Children can make small books of folded paper,
no more than three or four pages folded in half
and stapled together. These little books can
start out very simple and progress as the child’s
reading progresses. The child should draw an
illustration for each page. When the book is
complete, the child can read it to his favorite
stuffed animal.

Examples for types of books—
Number words
First page – one elephant
Second page – two elephants

Color words
First page – one green elephant
Second page – two yellow elephants

Sight words
I have one elephant that likes to ___________



7   I’VE GOT AN ELEPHANT                    Copyright ©2006 by Peachtree Publishers. All rights reserved.

I have two elephants that like to ___________

Words that start with the letter “E”
Create a list of words that start with the letter
“E” and draw and label pictures. Example: egg,
eleven, Easter…

Learn about Adjectives:
Definition: A word that describes a noun or
pronoun. A descriptive word.

Read I’VE GOT AN ELEPHANT. Every time you
come to an adjective, point it out and write it
down. Make up three different sentences using
three different adjectives from the book.

Write a Stand-up Poem:
Have students create an ELEPHANT stand-up
poem, using an adjective or short fact about the
elephant to accomplish this project.

Example:
Enormous
Largest land animal
Eats a lot
Pachyderm (means "thick skin")
Herd
African and Asian
Never forgets
Trunk and tusks

Learn about Rhyming Words:
Read through I’VE GOT AN ELEPHANT. Make a
list of the rhyming words. Write one word from
the pair on one side of the chalkboard and the
other word from the pair on the other side of
the chalkboard. After all words are listed in two
columns, have students write words as they are
listed on paper and either draw a line from one
word to the other word that it rhymes with or
simply write both words that rhyme on the same
line. Instruct students to underline word families
that share the same letters when appropriate.
Example—tight and night

Word Book:
Have students make a mini-book of word pairs.
Using one sheet of letter size copy paper.
Instruct students to fold paper in half, then fold
that half in half, then fold in half one more time
and then open. Ask students to cut along fold
lines until they get eight pieces. Put pieces

together and staple at a corner or in the middle
to the far left. Write a title on the cover page of
the booklet and instruct students to look
through I’VE GOT AN ELEPHANT and find
rhyming word pairs. Write one word on the page
on the right side and the word it rhymes with on
the page on the left side. Continue to fill in each
page in this way until you get to the end. Have
students decorate the front and back of the
book and then read the words to themselves
quietly. (Book can include up to seven word
pairs.)

Several possible word pairs from book:
bed red
tight night
school cool
mall all
dress mess
pool rule
hot spot

Math
Number Bar: (Activity sheet)
Give each student one strip of ten elephants.
Have students write numbers 1—10 in large
print on top of each elephant or in the space
beside each elephant. Use number bar to solve
addition and subtraction problems below.

Examples
1. Three elephants bought popcorn balls at the

movie theater, and two elephants bought
candy. How many elephants bought food at
the movie theater?

2. Five elephants went fishing. One elephant
got homesick and left early. How many
elephants were left?

3. Ten elephants lived in the zoo. Two
elephants left to go on vacation. How many
elephants were left in the zoo?

4. Five elephants bought shoes at the mall,
three elephants bought jeans, and four
elephants bought T-shirts. How many
elephants bought new clothes at the mall?

5. *Older kids or as a class: If an elephant in
the wild weighs around 7,000 pounds and
eats around (300 pounds of food each day),
how many pounds of food will he consume
in a week, month, year, 50 years, his
lifetime (around 70 years)?
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One Hundred Chart: (Activity sheet)
Use 100th chart and follow directions as stated
on sheet. Blank 100 chart may be used to fill in
numbers and create patterns that can help
introduce the concept of multiplication.

Examples
1. Color every second number blue (make sure

you can still see the number through the
color) to create the two times table and be
able to visually see and count by twos and
recognize even numbers.

2. Color every third number yellow to create
the three times table and be able to visually
see and count by threes. Continue with
fives, tens…

3. If you do the above two activities on the
same sheet, you can compare the patterns.
Notice that some squares, like the number
six, are colored both red and yellow. Why?

Elephant counters: (Activity sheet)
Give each student one strip of ten elephants.
Have students write numbers 1—10 in large
print on top of each elephant or in the space
beside each elephant. Cut them apart to make
counters.
Tip: To make more durable, have students paste
elephant strip on heavier paper first before
cutting to make counters. Save in a zip-lock bag.

Art:
Make a Clay Elephant Friend:
Using homemade peanut butter play dough,
children can form their own elephants, making
one large ball for body, one ball for head, two
flat disks for ears, one little coil for tail, one
large coil for trunk, and four stumpy cylinders
for legs.

Edible Peanut Butter Play dough:
1/4 cup. peanut butter
1/2 cup. dry milk
1/2 tbs. honey
Knead all ingredients in a zip-lock bag. Use the
dough to make edible sculptures. May use
raisins or candies to decorate sculptures. (Source #6)

Elephant Masks:
Use two mini paper plates.
Color gray. Cut one in half and
put a half circle of pink on

each side facing plate. Cut out
one long gray strip of paper and

crinkle fold entire length for truck.
Paste trunk in center of plate. Cut out two
medium to small white ovals and two small
black ovals for eyes and two thin, long arcs of
white paper for tusks. Decorate eyes with brown
glitter for effect. 

(Image: Source #4)

Elephant Ears headband:
Using one large piece of gray ledger-size paper,
fold and cut in half. Using as much of one piece
of the half as possible, make two hills with a dip
in the center across the top of one piece of
paper. Put both pieces of paper together and cut
along drawn line. Using larger to medium size
black paper, do same process as above. Line
areas that are similar in shape using gray with
black paper on top and glue black and gray
pieces together to create large elephant ears.
Cut out several long strips of paper around 2_
inches thick and adjust band and staple to fit
each child’s head so they may wear headband.
Have children paste or staple elephant ears to
their headband in the appropriate area and wear
when doing some of the elephant movement
activities.

Movement and Dance:
Elephant Parade:
Have each student wear elephant headband and
line up to form an elephant parade. Parade can
include children singing songs, reciting poetry,
and playing instruments. Group leader can also
give students simple directions to follow. Use
information from facts to come up with some
things elephants do naturally. Example—gouge
holes, trumpet loudly, use trunks to pick up
small and large objects, purr when eating…

Elephant Walk / Dance:
Hold head slightly down and swing right arm out
and to right side of head. Stretch left arm and
hold hand back through legs, for the elephant
tail. Sway slowly from side to side imitating the
way an elephant moves.
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Have students take the outstretched hand of the
person in front and back of them and hold on to
each others’ truck (right hand) and tail (left
hand) and walk around like a herd of elephants.
When the children are lined up and attached like
elephants, choose a leader and allow him/her to
decide which way the group will move and in
which direction they will go. Play some slow
music and see who can last for most of the
song. Try playing faster music to see how long
students can act the part of an elephant.

Suggested music: "Baby Elephant Walk" by
Henri Mancini.

Elephant Ballet:
Same directions as above, only children
participate in simple ballet dance steps while
trying to remain in position as an elephant.

Elephant Soccer:
Children get into a circle with legs wide apart.
Have them hold their arms down in front of
them with hands clasped together for trunks.
Roll and push ball across the circle to try and
get ball past a player’s legs. Use only your
trunks to keep the ball from going through your
legs.

Elephant Soccer with a Twist:
Use Styrofoam tubes made for swimming as
elephant trunks and a beach ball. Organize
children into teams and set areas for soccer
goals. Hit ball with tubes and try to score for
your team.
(Source #10)

Songs:
One Elephant Went Out One Day:
A movement song to the tune of "Five Little Ducks"
Description: All children sit in a circle on the floor.
One child gets up and imitates an elephant with one
arm dangling like a trunk, and the other arm
dangling behind like a tail. The child then skips
around the circle while everyone sings:

One elephant went out to play,
In the grassy, savannah plains,
He / she had a lot of fun,
And called another elephant to come. (Ask kids to
trumpet at this point, as if calling like an elephant.)

The child then picks a friend to come and join
him/her. The friend stands behind the first child in

the same position holding hands, as if they are
elephants in a herd. Everyone then continue to sing
as the two elephants skip around them:

Two elephants went out to play,
In the grassy, savannah plains,
He / she had a lot of fun,
And called another elephant to come.

This continues with each new elephant picking a
friend until everyone is up. Then everyone sings.

Example:
Five elephants went out to play,
In the grassy, savannah plains,
He / she had a lot of fun,
And called another elephant to come.

End when all kids are standing and sing final verse below:
(Number of kids standing) elephants went out to play,
In the grassy, savannah plains,
All of them had a lot of fun,
When all of their elephant friends could come.

End when all kids are standing and sing final verse below:
(Number of kids standing) elephants went out to play,
In the grassy, savannah plains,
Everyone had a lot of fun,
When all of their elephant friends could come.
(Source #11)

The Elephants Are Here!:
A movement song to the tune of "The Farmer in the
Dell"
The elephants are here! (Look excited)
The elephants are here!
Look at all the elephants! (Shade eyes as if looking)
The elephants are here!

They're exercising now. (March in place, keeping feet
on floor, pumping arms)
They're exercising now.
Look at all the elephants!
They're exercising now.

(Have kids name various exercises and do them while
singing!)
They're jumping up and down!
They're jumping up and down!
Look at all the elephants!
They're jumping up and down!

They're doing push ups now
They're touching all their toes
They're spinning 'round and 'round

Keep going until kids are EXHAUSTED
Sing the last verse slowly as sink to floor and lie
down on backs
They're all exhausted now...
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They're all exhausted now...
Look at all the elephants...
They're all exhausted now...
ZZZZZZZ (Lots of snoring)
(Source #6)

Poetry:
Miss Mary Mack
Miss Mary Mack, Mack, Mack
All dressed in black, black, black.
With silver buttons, buttons, buttons
All down her back, back, back.

She asked her mother, mother, mother,
for fifty cents, cents, cents,
To see the elephant, elephant, elephant,
jump the fence, fence, fence.

He jumped so high, high, high,
he reached the sky, sky, sky,
And didn't come back, back, back,
till the fourth of July, July, July.
(Source #6)

Read poem—“Peanut Butter Sandwich” from the
book A LIGHT IN THE ATTIC by Shel Sliverstein.

Fun and Games:
King/Queen Elephant:

Fun memory game. Players sit in a circle and
everyone chooses a word from a particular
category decided on by the Facilitor at the
beginning of the game. Example: animals.
Group leader asks each child to come up with a
different kind of animal and makes a list of
these answers on the board or on a chart.
(Note: Each child must name a different animal
and cannot name one that has already been
listed. There should be the same number of
animals listed as there are children.)

After list has been generated, each child decides
which animal they will say at the beginning of
the game with a few extra options in mind just
in case another student chooses their animal.

Chose one child to be King or Queen elephant
and he or she will sit in a chair while the other
kids sit on the floor. King Elephant listens to
each student say their animal name and then
must point to each student and say his/her
animal choice after everyone has stated their
choice out loud. If King Elephant misses, he sits
on the floor and the next child has a go at trying

to remember who chose what animal. Have all
students state their animal name again after the
new King Elephant takes their spot in the chair.
Point out that everyone should pay attention to
each other’s animal names, as they may be the
one to become King Elephant and by listening to
each other over and over again, their chances of
remembering will increase.

Remember: An elephant never forgets.

Elephant Tea Party:
Invite an Elephant (stuffed animal) to your
party. Children can bring their favorite stuffed
animal (suggest elephants be brought when
possible). Provide tea and lemonade and some
items from the cooking activity to make and/or
eat during the tea party.

Suggested activities:
• Have a trumpeting contest— make the

best elephant sound.
• Read elephant poems and sing elephant

songs aloud. Read all together.
• Read books and/or or facts about real

elephants.
• Watch Dumbo or a video about elephants

in the wild.

• Snack ideas: Animal crackers, peanuts,
Chic-O-Sticks, Mary Jane taffy, fluffy
peanut candies, peanut butter bars,
peanut brittle, peanut butter cups,
graham crackers, apples, or bananas
with fresh peanut butter

Cooking:
Peanut Butter Haystacks: (serves 15)
5-6 cups popped popcorn
1 bag peanut butter chips

Put popcorn in a large bowl. Melt peanut butter chips
in a microwave safe bowl. Microwave in 30 second
increments until melted (stirring every 30 seconds).
Pour melted peanut butter chips over popcorn and
stir to coat. Drop by spoonfuls onto a wax paper
covered cookie sheet. Refrigerate until firm. Store in
tightly covered container.
(Source #15)

Peanut Butter Candy:
1 cup peanut butter
1 cup corn syrup
1 1/4 cups milk powder
1 1/4 cups confectioners' sugar
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In a large bowl, mix peanut butter and corn syrup
until well blended. Stir in milk powder and
confectioners' sugar until smooth. Roll tablespoons of
dough into balls and set on waxed paper. Store in
the refrigerator.

Elephant Footprint Cookies:
Using a package of refrigerated sugar
cookie dough; cut dough between _-_
inches thick and lay circles three to
four inches apart on cookie sheet. Line
three to four plain M&M or Reese's
Pieces candies on one side of cookie
circles and bake using directions on

wrapper. Allow cookies to cool after baking and
serve. (You may want to allow each child to place
candy on their cookie to make this activity interactive
for children.)
(Image and information Source #5)

Suggested Reading:
AN ELEPHANT IN THE BACKYARD by Richard Sobol
FIVE MINUTES' PEACE by Jill Murphy
HORTON HEARS A WHO! by Dr. Seuss
JUST A LITTLE BIT by Ann Tompert
JUST FOR ELEPHANTS by Carol Buckley
LITTLE ELEPHANT THUNDERFOOT by Sally Grindley
THE SAGGY BAGGY ELEPHANT by Kathryn Jackson
SEVEN BLIND MICE by Ed Young
THE TRAVELS OF BABAR by Jean De Brunhoff
THE WORLD'S GREATEST ELEPHANT by Ralph Helfer

**Please note: A lot of the information and many of the
activities presented in this guide were found on various internet
sites. Links to all sites are listed on page 5 in the Sources section
of this guide. When appropriate, the source and its web link have
been noted beside or under fact. (Source #=number that
corresponds with the website located in the Sources section of
this guide.)

Peachtree Pointers for I’VE GOT AN ELEPHANT was
prepared by Kenyette Kilpatrick and Anne Ginkel.

We have authors and illustrators who visit schools
and libraries! For information regarding author

appearances, please contact our Marketing
Department at 404.876.8761 x111 or

hello@peachtree-online.com.

ABOUT THE
AUTHOR

ANNE GINKEL is a
former teacher in the
United States and England.
She holds degrees from St.
Joseph’s College, the
University of Warwick in
England, and Southern
College of Technology.
For many years, she owned
Hobbit Hall Children’s

Bookstore. This is her first children’s book. She lives
in Georgia.

ABOUT THE ILLUSTRATOR
JANIE BYNUM is the
author-illustrator of many
books for children, including
NUTMEG AND BARLEY: A
BUDDING FRIENDSHIP,
ALTOONA UP NORTH, OTIS,
and PIG ENOUGH. She has
also illustrated several books
by other authors. A graduate
of the University of North
Texas, she lives in Michigan.

Peachtree Pointers order no. ISBN: 1-56145-373-0-TG. Copyright ©
2006 by Peachtree Publishers. All rights reserved. No part of this
publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or
transmitted in any form or by any means—electronic, mechanical,
photocopy, recording, or any other—except for the printing of complete
pages, with the copyright notice, for instructional uses and not for
resale. Requests for permission to make copies of any part of the work
should be mailed to Permissions Department, Peachtree Publishers, 1700
Chattahoochee Ave., Atlanta, GA 30318-2112.

PEACHTREE PUBLISHERS
1700 Chattahoochee Avenue, Atlanta, GA 30318-2112
phone (404) 876-8761 / (800) 241-0113 sales phone

fax (404) 875-2578 / (800) 875-2578 sales fax
http://www.peachtree-online.com

Updated 5.19.06



Directions:  Give each student one strip of ten elephants. Have students write numbers 1Ñ10 in large
print on top of each elephant or in the space beside each elephant. After numbering elephants, students
can use strip to answer addition and subtraction problems.  Cut them apart to make counters.


